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Welcome to the 2021 edition of our Celebration of  
Excellence Report.

I am delighted to be able to provide you with the 2021 
Celebration of Excellence Report which outlines a 
composite picture of the outstanding achievements of 
our beautiful students throughout the 2021 school year in 
the academic, sporting and cultural arenas of College life. 
Every year our students continue to amaze us with their 
incredible potential and innate desire to improve every 
aspect of their performance.

To commence with, I would like to acknowledge the 
remarkable achievements of our 2020 graduates. This 
cohort was the first to complete their senior studies in 
the new QCE (Queensland Certificate of Education) and 
ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank) systems. 
Despite the extraordinary circumstances that 2020 
presented – adjusting to two new systems and a global 
pandemic thrown in for good measure – Sheldon College 
students had a remarkable year and have once again 
done us extremely proud as a College. 30% of the cohort 
received an ATAR of 90+ (equivalent to an OP 1–5) and 
our top performing student, Harry Towner, achieved an 
impressive ATAR of 99.60, performing in the top 0.97% of 
graduands along with only 33 other students in the State. 
An outstanding 85% of the cohort achieved an ATAR of 60+ 
(equivalent to an OP 1– 15). 99% of our graduating seniors 
gained entry into their chosen tertiary course. 71% of 
these students received early university offers before they 
even graduated. This performance has once again placed 
Sheldon College in the top performing schools in the state 
of Queensland.

In 2020, Education Ministers made the decision to cancel 
NAPLAN due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the 
cancellation of the NAPLAN test, Sheldon College did 
not waver in our College-wide priority of enhancing the 
literacy and numeracy skills of all students to ensure 
successful educational outcomes in line with our Student 
Exit Outcomes. Students continued to participate in 
our regular program of targeted literacy and numeracy 
development from Prep to Year 10 using differentiated, 
evidence-based strategies which are informed by regular 
cycles of formative assessment and feedback. Student 
progress in literacy and numeracy was measured at the 
end of 2020 through our annual Progressive Achievement 

Tests (PAT) which monitor student growth over time. We 
were pleased to see that, despite a global pandemic, our 
student progress over the year was on par with a regular 
school year. This success can be attributed to our beautiful 
students and our outstanding academic staff.

However, as you will always hear me say, standardised 
tests are but one measure of a school’s success. They 
should never be used as sole measure of a student’s or 
a school’s performance. There are so many other factors 
that go into making a school an exceptional place for 
children. Good schools have a common focus, high 
expectations, mutual respect between teachers and 
students, a personal learning program for each student, 
authentic performance assessments and in-depth learning. 
But furthermore, they must answer such questions as:

How do students feel about their work, their teachers, their 
school?

Are the teachers happy to work there?

Is there mutual respect between the teachers and students?

Can students talk to their teachers about academic and/or 
personal issues?

Are students proud of their work?

Do they feel safe at school?

To what degree are parents involved in the school?

Are they made to feel welcome?

The list of measures is endless. But above all, a nurturing 
environment must be provided for students that epitomizes 
the 3L’s of teaching – Love, Laughter and Learning.

Please take the time to read our Celebration of Excellence 
Report and join with us in celebrating the remarkable 
achievements of our students. We are so fortunate to be 
called to this premier profession of ours. In what other 
profession do you get to touch the hearts, minds and souls 
of literally hundreds of students on a daily basis. 
How blessed are we!

Dr Lyn Bishop OAM

Founder and Principal - CEO

Principal’s Report
Dr Lyn Bishop OAM
BAHons (Psych); MEdAdmin; MEdStud; MBA; PhD(QLD); CMgr FIML; MAPsS, FACEL, FAIM, JP(QUAL), Awarded 
Centenary Medal for Services to Education 2003; AIM Professional Manager of the Year 1999; Queensland and 
Australian Entrepreneur of the Year 2002 (Social, Community, Not For Profit Organisation), QUT Outstanding Alumni 
Award for Faculty of Education 2013; Awarded Order of Australia Medal (OAM) 2019 for services to Education.
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As Chair of the Board, and as the parent of a Sheldon 
College student, the College’s Celebration of Excellence 
always prompts me to reflect on excellence from both 
a governance and a stakeholder perspective. Over this 
past year I have found myself drawn time and again to 
the seldom quoted but vitally important overarching 
statement of purpose for Sheldon College known as its 
organisational objects. The College’s objects are to be a 
non-denominational college of education with a strong 
Christian ethos. To take a holistic approach in contributing 
to the spiritual, moral, intellectual, social, aesthetic, 
emotional and physical development of its pupils. To 
encourage personal growth in the context of involvement 
in the College community as well as the community at 
large. For the College to establish itself at the forefront of 
education by engendering a tradition of quality education 
and academic excellence. 

The College’s objects describe, in a very clear manner, 
the ultimate objectives and purpose of the College as 
an organisation. This rich statement encompasses in 
a few dozen words what has taken twenty-five years 
of tireless, dedicated work by, Dr. Bishop, hundreds of 
staff and thousands of students and their families to 
achieve. Underlying the College’s objects are a tapestry 
of contributing statements, philosophies, codes, policies, 
protocols, traditions and practices, each of which is 
inspired by and connected to the College’s vision, its 
mission and its values. These come together in practice to 
form and shape the Sheldon College that we love today.

A key pillar of Sheldon College and what it aspires to is 
the achievement of “excellence”. This belief in the value 
of excellence is embodied in everything that the College 
seeks to achieve through its vision, mission and values, 
philosophies, codes, protocols, traditions and practices. 
These elements work in harmony to achieve the College’s 
objects. Fundamental to the College’s objects is a 
commitment to excellence. Excellence by its very nature 
cannot exist in a state of rest or stasis. To maintain 
excellence it is necessary to conceive, implement and 
establish best practice. The Sheldon College of 2021 is 
a robust, resilient organisation led by Dr. Bishop and a 
dedicated and committed staff. It is robust and resilient 
because its culture does not accept a state of rest or 
stasis. It understands that excellence requires forward 

movement. That it requires insight and a capacity to 
foresee change. That it requires a willingness to adapt and 
it requires an eagerness to execute continued improvement 
through positive change. Such has stood the College well 
for twenty-five years and will continue to be the hallmark of 
future progress at Sheldon College.

The Celebration of Excellence is a wonderful opportunity 
for the College community to acknowledge excellence in 
students. To acknowledge students who have embraced 
their special talents and have honed them to their finest 
and keenest edge. To acknowledge students who have 
pushed relentlessly toward their goals and have not 
been deterred by the disappointment of setback. These 
are students who have demonstrated that striving for 
excellence charts a course to its achievement. Excellence 
is encouraged and celebrated at Sheldon College and as 
we come together to celebrate the achievements of our 
students the College Board extends it congratulations to 
you all.

As we celebrate the achievements of our students and 
approach the end of 2021 I would like to acknowledge 
the inestimable contribution that Dr. Bishop has made 
over the last twenty-five years in leading Sheldon College. 
Dr. Bishop has been a beacon in the search for and the 
celebration of excellence at Sheldon College. Dr. Bishop 
has proven time and again the adage that excellence is 
never accidental. That it is the result of high intention, 
sincere effort, intelligent direction, skilful execution and a 
willingness to see obstacles as opportunities. Dr. Bishop 
has shown that excellence is indeed a state of mind, 
a passion, a motivation and a habit. She has worked 
tirelessly to embed these same qualities in every student 
who has attended Sheldon College during her twenty-five 
year tenure. All directors of the College Board would like 
to congratulate and thank Dr. Bishop for her magnificent 
contribution to Sheldon College and all its facets of 
excellence.

In conclusion may I wish all students ever more exciting 
and even greater successes in the fourth term and beyond.

Chris Wigan

Chairperson

Mr Chris Wigan
Chairperson

Sheldon College Chairperson’s Report
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At Sheldon College we understand the importance of 
providing high quality, innovative and engaging learning 
experiences for all our students – and the programs on 
offer in the Early Years, is where it all begins. Providing 
our children with an exceptional program in the beginning 
stages of their education, ensures that they are given a 
strong platform for their future learning. Teachers from the 
Early Years believe in instilling a strong sense of self by 
encouraging all students to participate as members of the 
wider community, built on the principles and core values 
of Sheldon College. The rich and diverse curriculum on 
offer enables all the educators to cater for the individual 
needs of their students, thus enabling them to attain the 
necessary knowledge, skills and attitudes to become active 
and life-long learners.

Wonderland

Currently rated as Exceeding 
the National Quality Standards 
in 7 out of 7 Areas
Wonderland is a fully accredited long day care centre that 
delivers an interactive play-based program for children 
aged from 15 months to 5 years. Each member of staff 
engages in all aspects of the children’s learning and 
development by encouraging the children to explore and 
investigate, based on their interests and needs. These ‘in 
the moment’ teachable components of our program are 
critical in ensuring that the children become confident 
and capable learners. Our family friendly approach and 
individualised programs, make it an obvious choice for 
parents who are seeking quality childcare.

Kindergarten

Currently rated as Exceeding 
the National Quality Standards 
in 7 out of 7 Areas
Our Kindergarten program provides inquiry-based 
experiences thereby allowing students to be the drivers of 
their education. Educators provide endless opportunities 
for active and creative engagement, whilst encouraging 
the children to make connections between their culture, 
community and the world.

Preparatory
Preparatory students bring to school a wide range of 
experiences, abilities, needs and interests. Their desire 
to make sense of the world provides a platform to plan 
and review their learning through interactions with others, 
experimentation, scaffolding, explicit teaching, practice 
and play in the classroom and beyond.  In the Preparatory 
Year of schooling priority is given to literacy and numeracy 
development because these are the foundations on which 
further learning is built. 

In conjunction with this, students are encouraged to 
develop their movement, and social and emotional skills 
through physical play, and the development of knowledge 
and skills to help keep them safe, healthy and active. 
Purposeful exploration in personal and familiar contexts 
is also provided so children are given the opportunity 
to harness their curiosity about people, places and how 
their world works, as they develop skills in inquiry and 
investigation in Science, and Humanities and Social 
Sciences.  Finally, the development of sensory, cognitive 
and affective appreciation is provided through exploratory, 
analytical and creative practices in The Arts and 
Technologies curricula.

Our focus on developing connections within the College 
community has reinforced the value of creating supportive, 
nurturing and creative environments that reflect the 
dynamic learning experiences on offer. Our Prep programs 
encourage children to take educational risks! We are 
confident that our Preparatory children will emerge this 
year as excited, engaged and active learners ready for the 
challenges of Year One!

Mrs Michelle Luhrmann
Director of Early Learning
B.Ed (Primary), GDipChiFamSt

Early Learning Centre Report
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Special Events: These events aim to celebrate the 
children’s learning, achievements and participation in 
our Early Years programs. This year the children have 
participated in a number of events including dress up days, 
Under 8’s Celebrations, Mother’s Day Morning Teas, Circus 
Performances, Sea Life Incursion just to name a few. 
These special events are always thoroughly enjoyed by the 
children and aim to enhance the learning that occurs inside 
the classroom.

Quality education: All the Early Learning programs 
delivered ensure that all children experience quality 
teaching and learning delivered by fully qualified staff. 
The programs have a specific emphasis on inquiry-based 
learning and recognise the importance of preparing 
children for the next step in their educational journey.

Parent Partnerships: Each teacher recognises the 
importance of developing and maintaining relationships 
with our parent community. Parents provide their time, 
expertise and skills to enhance the learning that takes 
place in the classroom. There are many avenues for 
communication including parent evenings, an open-door 
policy, parent teacher conferences, parent roster, parent 
information programs and blogs.

Links with the College Community: As members of 
our Early Learning family the children are fully immersed 
in the wider College community. Students actively 
participated in the College Assemblies, borrowed books 
from the Junior Resource Centre and enjoyed interacting 
with the Year 12’s during play-time and at special events. 

Technology: Engaging children appropriately with the 
use of technology is a primary objective in the Early Years. 
Meaningful and engaging learning activities are embedded 
within our program. Collaboration with the specialist 
technology teachers has allowed the children to have 
access to programs that encourage creative thinking and 
endless possibilities to represent their ideas. 

Reporting: In addition to our daily interactions 
with parents, we provide two formal parent teacher 
interviews and a formal written report at the end of the 
year. In conjunction with these, there are face to face 
meetings, where teachers discuss and celebrate student 
achievement.

Facilities and resources: Children access all the 
College’s facilities. Classrooms are open, bright and 
inviting and showcase student learning. They all have 
access to kitchens and art preparation areas.

Staff: Each classroom has a highly qualified Early 
Childhood Teacher with a full time Teacher Aide. Each 
Teacher carefully crafts lessons that lay the foundations 
for a love of learning. The teaching teams within the 
Early Learning program engage in creative innovative 
teaching practices, and reflect on professional knowledge 
and understandings to create loving and nurturing 
environments for all children.

Specialists: The Kindergarten students eagerly await 
their weekly Physical Education and Music lessons. 
The Preparatory children engage in specialist lessons 
consisting of two Music, one Drama, three Physical 
Education and one Library lesson. Each week these 
students engage in lessons that are directly taught and 
specifically designed by these specialist teachers.

Professional Development: All the staff in Early 
Learning have participated in a variety of Professional 
Development sessions which have ensured they are being 
kept well abreast of all new initiatives and trends in the 
area of Early Childhood Education. These experiences have 
challenged staff to think about their pedagogy to ensure 
they are delivering ‘cutting edge’ programs.

2021 Highlights
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It seems second nature that we now discuss the current 
educational landscape with the accepted knowledge 
that COVID-19 will continue to interrupt our daily lives 
and our curriculum delivery for some time. The home 
learning concept in schools is now far from foreign, and 
transitioning between the two distinct learning modes 
can be done almost instantaneously. Student familiarity 
with digital learning platforms, coupled with robust school 
systems and processes now ensures that our young 
learners will continue to flourish despite the uncertain 
times ahead.

While 2021 brought about a new set of challenges with 
the ever-changing learning landscape, our Academic 
Staff continued to forge ahead with innovative classroom 
practices and cutting-edge pedagogical techniques. In 
many cases, our teachers have shared these practices 
at State and National conferences and have been 
commended on their outstanding contributions to 21st 
century education. The Academic Staff at Sheldon College 
are truly second to none.

Primary Years
In 2021, our Primary Academic Staff refined the design, 
delivery, and assessment of highly engaging and 
curriculum-aligned units of work. Following an in-depth 
review of teaching and learning in the areas of Literacy, 
Numeracy and Innovation, the Primary team developed 
data-driven, evidence-based refinements to our teaching 
practices, boosting levels of meaningful engagement and 
enhancing learning outcomes in every Key Learning Area.

Literacy, not surprisingly, is most associated with the 
subject of English, but it is of course fundamental to all 
curriculum areas, with each subject having its own unique 
literacy demands. For this reason, the findings of our 
review and the implementation of our revised approach 
to literacy instruction was given due priority this year. Our 

structured approach featured highly explicit and systematic 
teaching of all components of literacy. These components, 
developed in an appropriate sequence, included both 
foundational skills, such as oral language, decoding and 
spelling, as well as higher-level literacy skills, such as 
reading comprehension and the creation of texts for an 
audience. In just one academic year, these refinements 
have impacted profoundly upon the academic outcomes of 
students, and on their dispositions for learning.

Enhancements to our approach to numeracy instruction 
in the Primary years has also yielded outcomes worthy of 
celebration. A concerted focus on meaningful engagement 
has improved fluency of computation and has enabled 
students to deepen their understanding of concepts in 
ways that make sense to them. The introduction of daily 
Number Talks in every Primary classroom has promoted 
this computational efficiency and provides regular 
opportunities for students to communicate their own 
mathematical reasoning, to consider the reasoning of 
their peers, and to build upon these ideas together. An 
impressive suite of Mathematics games and an increase 
in the use of manipulatives are now supporting teachers to 
reach every student and create new possibilities.

At Sheldon College, we know that having a commitment 
to innovation benefits every student. This year, every 
stakeholder in the education process was supported 
in harnessing their sense of adventure and creativity. 
We were delighted to see the growth in our teachers, 
students, and their learning spaces throughout 2021. 
A focus on flexibility created an atmosphere of curiosity 
and excitement. The abundance of opportunities 
for exploration, deep thinking and questioning have 
been integral, not only to our students’ ability to meet 
and exceed achievement standards, but also to their 
development of skills and mindsets that will serve them 
well into the future.

Mr Jarrod Pleass
Director of Academics Secondary, Years 7 - 12
B.Ed (Secondary) B.AppSci (Human Movement)

Academic Report
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• Steady expansion of the collaboration between 
classroom teachers and the Primary Learning 
Enhancement, Tutoring and LIT Centre teams for 
differentiated learning. 

• Refinement of the Primary Literacy Block to better 
reflect our structured literacy approach to the teaching 
of reading and spelling.

• Introduction of Heggerty Phonemic Awareness 
curriculum; a research-based 35-week curriculum of 
daily phonemic and phonological awareness lessons, 
from Kindergarten to Year 3.

• Implementation of a revised scope and sequence of 
phonic concepts and skills, progressing from simple 
to complex, from Kindergarten to Year 2.

• An extensive investment in decodable texts to support 
the teaching of reading in both school and home 
environments.

• Professional development of Academic and Learning 
Enhancement staff in the evidenced-based essential 
components of the teaching of spelling.

• Expansion of word studies, featuring Tier 2 vocabulary, 
and links to grammar, morphology and Greek and 
Latin roots.

• Introduction of daily Number Talks in each Primary 
classroom for development of computational fluency.

• Greater use of manipulatives to build concept 
understanding in Mathematics.

• Expansive use of Mathematics games to foster higher 
levels of student engagement.

• Increase in innovative daily classroom practice 
to allow students to be creative, enterprising and 
adaptable, with the motivation, confidence and skills 
to use critical and creative thinking purposefully. 

• Expansion of multi-disciplinary, authentic projects to 
provide opportunities for students to develop higher 
order thinking skills and apply knowledge in new 
contexts.

• Projects in various learning spaces around the College 
(LINQ, Artscapes, JLC, Collaboratory) to promote 
flexible groupings and student ownership of learning.

• Collaboratively planned projects with College Leaders, 
Academic staff and relevant industry professionals. 

2021 Primary Years - Academic Highlights
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Secondary Years
Secondary Academic staff in 2021, focussed intensively on 
our strategic commitment to quality teaching and learning 
programs. Through a cyclical review of all Secondary 
curriculum late in 2020, all faculties were charged with 
the responsibility of addressing two areas of the High 
Reliability Schools Framework (Warrick & Marzano, 2011); 
Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum; and Effective Teaching 
in Every Classroom. This process led teachers to rearrange 
course sequences, forge greater alignment to successful 
units of work with the Australian Curriculum, and look for 
opportunities to innovate new coursework for all subject 
areas. Beyond this, our Academic Staff were able to reflect 
on their own teaching practices through the application of 
our Performance and Development framework, to further 
build upon their already impressive skill sets.

At Sheldon College, we have always believed implicitly 
that the best piece of technology in the classroom, is 
and always will be the teacher. This has not changed. 
However, along with the teacher comes a seemingly 
limitless array of digital learning platforms that are literally 
at our students’ fingertips. One such tool that is now being 
heavily utilised in the Senior years, is that of Atomi. Atomi 

is an artificially intelligent system for Flipped Learning 
and subject content lessons. The system provides on-
demand access to learning tutorials and intuitive revision 
programs to keep our students’ Academic Health at 
maximum levels. In 2021, our Year 11 and 12 students 
have accessed over 25,000 lessons and answered 
more than 170,000 questions from this platform to 
complement their in-class learning. This is but one way 
that we continue to support our students in the changing 
dynamic of their learning styles.

The QCE/ATAR system is now fully established, with the 
first of our Year 12s graduating through this system in 
2020. College-based Internal Assessment and External 
Examination Preparation programs are now fully 
integrated into our curriculum programs and have already 
shown success after their inaugural year. We continue to 
support our Academic Staff who fill QCAA Assessor Roles 
(Endorsers, Confirmers, External Assessment Writers and 
Markers etc) as by doing so, guarantees as a College that 
we remain at the forefront of knowledge in these new 
Senior Schooling processes.

Academic Report (continued)
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• Delivery of the Certificate III in Aviation (Remote 
Pilot) on campus, in partnership with the Australian 
Unmanned Systems Academy. 17 students in Year 10, 
Year 11, and Year 12 learned from industry leaders 
through enrolment in this program.  On completion 
of the course, students received a Certificate III in 
Aviation (Remote Pilot), and a CASA Remote Pilot 
Licence (RePL).

• Year 11 students, Siying Zhou, Cameryn Phillips, 
Max Olufson, Sion Kim, Acacia Damms, Grace 
Wheeley, Phoebe Hall, Brandon Keel, Cooper Jones 
and Jonny Holmes have been selected as UQ 
Science Ambassadors. These students have been 
championing Science by developing and delivering 
events, holding National Space Week activities, and 
encouraging other Science students to share their 
experiences. The program challenges students to 
develop their leadership abilities and communication 
skills.

• This year, Sheldon College launched The Sheldon 
Space Academy. The Academy gives students an 
educational experience, linked to the Australian 
National Curriculum, that illuminates real-world 
applications of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics. Throughout their visit to the Academy, 
students will be immersed in astronaut training 
techniques using equipment adapted from NASA’s 
astronaut program. Students will learn about space 
hardware and experience a spaceflight mission while 
learning about Space and Aviation. The curriculum will 
teach STEAM principles, leadership and teamwork, 
while encouraging fun and creativity.

• Sheldon College competed for the first time in the 
annual da Vinci Decathlon at Nudgee College; an 
academic competition designed to challenge and 
stimulate the minds of the very best school students 
from around the state in a range of disciplines. We 
took both a Year 8 and a Year 10 team to compete 
in the competition. Our results were as follows;  2nd 
place in Mathematics, 2nd place in Code Breaking, 2nd 
place in Creative Producers, a 3rd place in Ideation 
and another 3rd place in Mathematics.

• Noah Kim finished in the top 2% of all students 
competing in the Australasian Problem Solving 
Mathematical Olympiad; our best result from our 
Sheldon Maths X team.

• Sheldon College hosted a “Smashing Stereotypes - 
Women in Mathematics” evening which saw guest 
speakers networking from industry, engage with and 
promote how they have taken their high level of Maths 
into their industry and careers.

• Jacob Stead and David Chiu achieved high distinctions 
in the AMT Australian Mathematics Competition. The 
students accomplished scores in the 99th and 100th 
percentile, respectively.

• Senior Physical Education students engaged 
with industry professionals from the University 
of Queensland to apply their knowledge and 
understanding in workshops focussing on 
biomechanics, functional anatomy and exercise 
physiology. These real-world experiences solidified 
classroom-based learning for our students.

• Madelize Breet, Jamey Wang and Phoebe Hall 
participated in the 2021 Griffith University Criminal 
Law MOOT Competition. This team placed 4th overall 
against all other schools Southeast Queensland 
Secondary Schools. The competition was judged by 
Associate Professor Deans and the students’ efforts in 
delivery of their submissions were highly commended. 

• Jacques Breet was acknowledged in the Australian 
Geography Competition receiving a High Distinction, 
placing him in the top echelon of Year 10 students 
across Australia. Many of our Years 7-10 students 
also received Credit, Distinction and High-Distinction 
awards.

2021 Secondary Years - Academic Highlights
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Graduates 2020
Highlights 

Despite the extraordinary circumstances that 2020 
presented, Sheldon College students had a remarkable 
year. 2020 marked the first year of the full implementation 
of the new Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) 
and Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) systems. 
100% of our students were QCE and ATAR eligible as they 
entered their final exams (External Assessments, EAs) 
which subsequently resulted in 98% achieving a QCE and 
99% an ATAR. This is a phenomenal feat.

30% of Sheldon College graduates achieved an ATAR of 
90+ (equivalent to an OP 1-5 in the old ranking system), 5% 
of our students achieved an ATAR of 98.85+ (equivalent 
to an OP 1) and our 2020 College Dux, Harry Towner, 
successfully earned himself a top ATAR score of 99.60. 
This placed Harry as one of Queensland’s elite scholars. 

In addition to these remarkable results, 99% of students 
who applied to QTAC were accepted into University. This 
statistic included 71% of students receiving early offers in 
2020 and 76% of students receiving their first preference 
offer.

Next Step
2021 Post-School Destinations
This is a summary of the post-school destinations of 
students from Sheldon College who completed Year 12 
in 2020. The results are from the Year 12 Completers 
Survey, which is conducted approximately six months after 
students completed Year 12.

This survey revealed that almost 98% of 2020 Sheldon 
College graduates were successfully engaged in education, 
training or employment in the year after they left school.

The main destination chosen by these graduates (69.6%) 
was a university Bachelor degree. 51% of these were 
enrolled in double degrees. Of the students studying at 
university, a broad breakdown of the study areas is outlined 
in the following table.

90.9% of students enrolled in tertiary education are studying 
full-time and 89.4% of these are studying at university. 
Where are they studying?

Ms Rella Taylor-Byrne
Director of Performance Analytics
B.Ed[Sec] (Hons), BAppSc(HMS), MEd(Leadership&Mgt)

Performance Analytics

Field of Study % of Students

Society and Culture 31.8%

Management and Commerce 27.3%

Engineering and related Technologies 16.7%

Health 16.7%

Creative Arts 15.2%

Natural and Physical Sciences 13.6%

Agriculture, Environmental and related 
studies 3.0%

Architecture and Building 1.5%

Information Technology 1.5%

Education 1.5%

Tertiary Institution % of Students

The University of Queensland 28.8%

Griffith University 27.3%

Queensland University of Technology 24.2%

TAFE Queensland Greater Brisbane 4.5%

TAFE Queensland Skills Tech 3.0%

Interstate university 3.0%

Other/Unspecified Queensland 
university 3.0%

Central Queensland University (TAFE 
program) 1.5%

Australian Catholic University 1.5%

Bond University 1.5%

Other private training college 1.5%
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For more information about the survey visit the Next Step website www.qld.gov.au/nextstep.
Regional and statewide reports will be available from October 2021.

80.6% response rate
79 out of 98 Year 12 completers from this school responded to the 2021 survey.
Results may not be representative of all Year 12 completers at this school.

In 2021, 97.5% of Year 12 completers from Sheldon College were engaged in education, training or 
employment in the year after they completed school.

Of the 79 respondents, 83.5% continued in some recognised form of education and training. The most 
common study destination was a Bachelor’s degree.

A further 13.9% transitioned directly into paid employment and no further study.

Post-school destinations

Engagement over time Main Destination in 2021

i

All Year 12 completers were assigned to a main destination. Respondents who were both studying and working are 
reported as being in education or training, including apprentices and trainees.

2021
Bachelor Degree

VET Certificate

Apprenticeship

Traineeship

Full-time employment

Part-time employment

Seeking Work

NILFET

69.6

8.9

5.1

5.1

8.9

1.3

1.3

2020

% of Year 12 completers

% of Year 12 completers

Education or training
Employment only
Not in Employment, education or training

2019

0

0

20

20

40

40

60

60

80

80

100

76.4 12.5 11.1

83.5

85.0

13.9

13.0
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Performance Analytics (continued)

Senior Schooling
What makes Senior Schooling at Sheldon College 
outstanding?
We asked our parents and students and they told us that 
the unique myriad of academic and pathway opportunities 
and support programs provides for the needs of each 
individual. We aim to prepare each student with a 
seamless transition from their schooling years on to 
the next stage of their life’s journey. We do this through 
many pathway opportunities and support programs in 
the classroom and the workplace. Whether it be the offer 
of University programs or links with Business, Industry, 
Registered Training Organisations and the community or 
the mentoring, coaching and Work Experience programs, 
Sheldon College students have every opportunity to 
experience ’Pathways to Success’. The College and our 
teachers’ collective efficacy truly demonstrate the College’s 
unwavering commitment “to provide a quality educational 
experience in an environment that encourages and enables 
our students to succeed in a constantly changing world” 
(Sheldon College’s Mission Statement).

New and unique programs offered in 2021 
include: 
Unfortunately, COVID-19 restrictions continued to impact 
many of the programs on offer to Senior School students 
during 2021. However, some were able to go ahead fully 
and others in a modified capacity. 

Aviation and Space Academy: Sheldon College’s Aviation 
and Space Academy offers a range of programs not seen 
anywhere else in Australia. Our students are provided with 
unique and innovative opportunities to gain credentials 
and experience real world applications in the Aviation and 
Space Design, UAV and Engineering arenas. This year, 
despite not being able to run the Diploma of Aviation 
(Commercial Pilot License - Aeroplane) aspect, 21 of 
our students participated in the Certificate III in Aviation 
(Remote Pilot) delivered by the Australian Unmanned 
Systems Academy (AUSA). This course allows students 
to achieve a Certificate III along with their Remote Pilot 
Licence (RePL), certified by the Civil Aviation Safety 
Authority, which qualifies them to be employed as a drone 
pilot in industry. 

Diploma of Business: Sheldon College’s unique 
partnership with Axiom College and Barrington College 
continues to create opportunities for Year 11 and 12 
students to develop industry standard skills in business 

through the completion of a Nationally Recognised 
Diploma in Business as part of their timetabled studies. 
This course also contributes to their QCE and ATAR at 
selected universities. 

Careers Program: Our Careers Programs run at critical 
junctures in a student’s educational journey (Years 8 and 
10) to inform subject selection for the following year. 
Through these programs, students and their families are 
exposed to a wide array of information and advice to guide 
them in selecting the best combination of subjects and 
programs to best support the student’s chosen pathway 
to success. This year we were still able to hear from 
guest speakers from industry where Year 10s gathered 
information from a variety of people during an afternoon 
event. Both Year 8 and 10 students were also engaged 
with a speaker from Life After School to speak about 
communication, job prospects, resumes and employability 
skills.

SET Plans: Sheldon College has always engaged in the 
SET Plan (Senior Education and Training Plan) process with 
Year 10 students to guide subject selection for their senior 
schooling phase. However, in 2021, we further refined this 
process by holding individualised consultations with each 
student, their parents and a member of the Secondary 
Academic Precinct team. This allowed a thorough and 
comprehensive discussion to take place to ensure that 
well-informed decisions were made from the outset and 
that students and parents were counselled on all relevant 
information pertaining to the individual needs of their 
student.  Feedback about this improved process has been 
overwhelmingly positive and effective as evidence by the 
reduction in subject changes.

QCE eligibility tracking and ATAR Prediction counselling: 
With the new QCE and ATAR systems still in their fledgling 
stages, the importance of ensuring that Year 11 and 12 
students are on track for success to attain their QCE 
and achieve the best ATAR possible (where relevant) 
remains a priority. The Director of Performance Analytics 
has continued to refine established systematic and 
collaborative tracking, intervention and performance 
management programs to ensure that all students will 
be successful at the end of their schooling journey 
for their chosen career path. Year 12 students are 
counselled on their ATAR Predictions (based on the expert 
advice provided by an external consultant) at various 
intervals throughout Year 11 and 12 post-assessment. 
This information is further analysed by the student in 
consultation with their Mentors and subject teachers to 
identify areas for celebration and improvement.
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 Mentoring: Sheldon College recognises that students 

in the senior phase of their schooling journey are faced 
with unique and challenging circumstances which may 
require additional, personalised academic and pastoral 
support outside of the classroom from a trusted Teacher. 
Therefore, all 109 students in Year 12 students were 
matched with a Mentor to support them in their unique 
journey. At Sheldon College, mentoring is considered a 
developmental relationship between a more experienced 
individual (mentor) and a less experienced partner 
(mentee) for the purpose of the mentee’s academic 
growth and pastoral wellbeing towards achievement of the 
Student Exit Outcomes and individual goals. The feedback 
from staff and students involved in the program has been 
overwhelmingly positive. I look forward to continuing and 
refining this program for our Year 12s in 2022. 

University Links: Through our Links with University 
Programs we have been able to offer six of the ASTA 

Fashion and Film students the opportunity to enter the 
QUT Creative Industries RealWorld Studio Competition. 
This competition encourages high school students to 
work together on designing and producing a creative entry 
based on a theme chosen by QUT. This year the theme was 
Environment. The entry has been submitted, and judging 
has commenced. Winners will be announced in November 
2021. Further to the entry to the competition we have been 
provided with Workshops for the ASTA Fashion students 
helping them to further their skills in many areas of the 
Fashion Industry. Sheldon College also supported one of 
our Year 12 students through higher education university 
courses in addition to their full academic load: Start QUT 
program - Understanding the Criminal Justice System; and, 
UQ Enhanced Studies – Economics. This student achieved 
exceptional outcomes. The skills gained by all of these 
student will help them with their portfolios when applying 
for Tertiary Education positions.

Opportunities presented to students

Individualised Student Pathways to Success Links with Universities, Business and Industry

Mentoring programs (including academic and pastoral 
elements for a holistic approach)

TAFE Brisbane and TAFE Queensland SkillsTech TAFE at 
Schools Program

Year 8 & 10 Careers Education programs & Subject 
Selection guidance Certificate Programs

Year 10 SET Plans Diploma Programs

QCE Tracking and Intervention School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships

Focus Program – including guest speakers Options afternoon

QCAA External Assessment Preparation Free tutorials

Guest Speakers Work Experience

Griffith University – “After the Siren” Sports Excellence 
Program (for elite and developing athletes)

Senior School Pathways
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Performance Analytics (continued)

Registered Training Organisations (RTOs)
To provide extra-curricular opportunities for students in Year 11 and Year 12, Senior Schooling has created partnerships 
with Registered Training Organisations in a variety of fields. These partnerships allow the students to gain practical 
hands-on experience, valuable employability skills, credit towards future studies, gain additional qualifications for their 
Queensland Certificate of Education and in some cases gain entry into tertiary study Post Year 12.  

Registered Training Organisation Program Participants

TAFE Queensland (SkillsTech)

Year 10 Trade Taster Program Year 10 Students

TAFE at Schools Program Year 11 and 12 Students

School Based Apprenticeships Year 11 Students

TAFE Brisbane TAFE at Schools Program Year 11 and 12 Students

Barrington College Diploma of Business Year 11 Students

TAFE Online TAFE at Schools Program Year 11 and 12 Students

Axiom College
Diploma of Business Year 12 Students

School Based Traineeships Year 11 and 12 Students

Australian Unmanned Systems 
Academy

Certificate III in Aviation (Remote Pilot 
– Visual Line of Sight) Year 10, Year 11 and Year 12 Students

Australian Child Care Career Options School Based Traineeships Year 11 and 12 Students

Australian College School Based Traineeships Year 11 and 12 Students

Work Skills School Based Traineeships Year 11 and 12 Students

Mater Education School Based Traineeships Year 11 and 12 Students

Training Evolution School Based Traineeships Year 11 and 12 Students

Learning Collaborative School Based Traineeships Year 11 and 12 Students

Online Australian College School Based Traineeships Year 11 and 12 Students
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Links with Business and other Organisations
Links with business, industry and government helps 
raise the College profile and provide opportunities for 
our students and forums to showcase outstanding 
achievements. Our alliances for 2021 include: LSKD 
clothing; The Courthouse Restaurant; Redlands Coast 
Chamber of Commerce; Options Career, Department of 
Employment, Small Business and Training, Vacenti Age 
Care Service, Brisbane School of Distance Education 
(BSDE) and Snap Fitness.

Excellence 
In 2021, many Year 11 and 12 students have been 
acknowledged for their outstanding effort. Of notable 
mention, 30 Year 12 and 11 students achieved 100% in 
at least one subject in assessment during Semester 1 
and Term 3, 2021. These students are congratulated on 
their results as the standard of work required to achieve 
excellent results in Year 11 and 12 is very high.

Focus Program 
The Focus Program was developed to provide a student 
centred, comprehensive program that enables students 
to achieve their potential in terms of the College Goals for 
Students and Student Exit Outcomes. Students acquire 
personal skills, problem solving skills, communication 
skills and application skills through Workshops, Guest 
Speakers and visits throughout the year. The Focus 
Program also provided an extensive Internal and External 
Assessment preparation program including masterclasses 
in essay writing, multiple choice and short response 
question exam strategies, reducing exam anxiety and Mock 
Exams. Year 11 and 12 students have two Focus lessons 
each week.

School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships 
(SATs) 
Students in Years 11 and 12 who choose to engage in a 
School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship are able to 
gain a Nationally Recognised Qualification as well as an 
ATAR whilst in paid part-time employment. 

26 of our 2021 Year 11 and 12 students have participated 
in a School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship. Of these 
26, Sheldon College employs 20, in five different industry 
areas.

 
 

Industry Area No. of Students

Business Administration 3

Carpentry 1

Early Childhood Education 5

Fitness 1

Health 1

Hospitality 6

Media 7

Sport and Recreation 2

Total Number: 26

Work Education 

Unfortunately, another partial casualty of COVID-19 was 
the 2021 Work Experience program. Of the 118 Year 11 
students placed in the program, only 48 were able to 
actually engage in Work Experience, due to lockdowns 
over the June/July and September holiday periods. This 
program incorporates a comprehensive induction program 
and the establishment of links with business and industry 
in accordance with current legislation. We hope to reignite 
this program in its entirety in 2022.

Sheldon College Senior Schooling aims to facilitate quality 
education programs and enhance partnerships with 
tertiary and other training organisations, business, industry 
and the community in order to provide our Senior students 
with Pathways to Success. We enjoy sharing these 
successes with you.
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Performance Analytics (continued)

Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)
The National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 recommenced in 2021 
after a hiatus in 2020 due to COVID-19. However, because Sheldon College maintains a strong commitment to developing 
core skills in literacy and numeracy within our student body regardless of external assessment programs, our student 
performance reflected continued exceptional performance. College-wide participation rates were exceptional as always, 
which means we can trust the data accurately reflects the performance of our whole cohort. Some of the highlights are 
summarised below.

Year 3
This cohort featured the most impressive gains in Sheldon College history. Much of this success can be attributed to the 
implementation of an array of data-informed, evidence-based intervention strategies, such as the Mini/MacqLIT programs, 
enhanced classroom differentiation literacy and numeracy improvement strategies and extension programs to develop 
higher order thinking skills.

Reading results were the highest ever in Sheldon College history, with a Mean Scale Score (MSS) of 528, which is 100 
points higher than the State norm. Additionally, 90% of the cohort performed in the Upper Two Bands (U2B) compared 
with 51% in the State. We had zero students performing below National Minimum Standard (NMS) or even in the Lowest 
Two Bands (L2B), compared to 14% in the State.

Spelling results were also the highest ever in Sheldon College history, featuring a MSS of 483 and again significantly 
higher than State norms. 75% of the cohort performed in the U2B compared with 44% in the State. We again had zero 
students performing below NMS or even in the L2B, compared to 16% in the State. 

Year 3 - Reading Year 3 - Reading

Year 3 - Spelling Year 3 - Spelling
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Grammar and Punctuation results were also the highest ever in Sheldon College history, featuring a MSS of 526 – 102 
points higher than the State norm. 89% of the cohort performed in the U2B compared with 52% in the State. We again had 
zero students performing below NMS or even in the L2B, compared to 14% in the State.

Writing results remained significantly above State norms and has increased steadily from 2019. 73% of the cohort 
performed in the U2B compared with 49% in the State. We again had zero students performing below NMS or even in the 
L2B, compared to 10% in the State. 

Numeracy results were again the highest ever in Sheldon College history, featuring a MSS of 477 – significantly above the 
State norm and deviates away from their downward trend. 78% of the cohort performed in the U2B compared with less 
than half of that (32%) in the State. We again had zero students performing below NMS or even in the L2B, compared to 
16% in the State. 

 
 

Year 3 - G&P Year 3 - G&P

Year 3 - Writing Year 3 - Writing

Year 3 - NumeracyYear 3 - Numeracy
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Performance Analytics (continued)

Year 5
This cohort also performed exceptionally. Year 5 teaching and learning programs were also invigorated with similar 
programs and strategies as the Year 3 cohort. 

Reading results remained significantly above State norms and has increased steadily from 2018. 69% of the cohort 
performed in the U2B, almost double that of the State. We had only one student in the L2B, compared to 10% in the State. 
This new student has since received intensive literacy intervention through the MiniLIT program and is now performing 
above NMS.

Spelling results remained above State norms and 55% of the cohort performed in the U2B compared to 35% in the 
State. Again, we had only one student in the L2B, compared to 17% in the State. Similarly, these new students have since 
received intensive literacy intervention through the MacqLIT program and are now performing above NMS. 

Year 5 - Reading Year 5 - Reading

Year 5 - Spelling Year 5 - Spelling
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Grammar and Punctuation results remained significantly above State norms and continues to deviate in an upward trend. 
62% of the cohort performed in the U2B compared to 32% in the State. We had only one student in the L2B, compared to 
17% in the State. Again, this new student has since received intensive literacy intervention through the MacqLIT program 
and is now performing above NMS.

Writing results remained above State norms and 34% of the cohort performed in the U2B – double that of the State. We 
had three students perform in the L2B but zero students below NMS, compared to 22% in the State. These new students 
have since received intensive literacy intervention through the MacqLIT program and are now performing above NMS. Is it 
any wonder that families select Sheldon College to get their children’s learning back on track! 

Numeracy results remained above State norms and continues to steadily climb in an upward trend since 2018. 54% of the 
cohort performed in the U2B compared to less than half of that (26%) in the State. We had only one student in the L2B, 
compared to 17% in the State. Again, this new student has since received early numeracy intervention. 

Year 5 - G&P Year 5 - G&P

Year 5 - Writing Year 5 - Writing

Year 5 - NumeracyYear 5 - Numeracy
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Year 7
This cohort also performed exceptionally. Much of this success can be attributed to the implementation of an array 
of data-informed, evidence-based, high-impact teaching and learning strategies, such as the continued one-on-one 
teacher support and intervention for students requiring additional support, enhanced classroom differentiation literacy 
and numeracy improvement strategies (e.g., Brilliant in the Basics, small group literacy interventions and rotations, 
masterclasses) and extension programs to develop higher order thinking skills.

Reading results remained high above State norms with 50% of the cohort performing in the U2B compared with 28% in the 
State. We had only 3% of students performing in the L2B (compared to 18% in the State) but zero students below NMS. 
These students will commence the MacqLIT program that has been successfully trialled in the Primary years for intensive 
literacy intervention support.

Spelling results remained above State norms and 49% of the cohort performed in the U2B compared to 29% in the State. 
We had only two students in the L2B (compared to 17% in the State) but again zero students below NMS. Similarly, these 
students will engage in intensive literacy intervention support in this domain to support their success in the classroom. 

Year 7 - Reading Year 7 - Reading

Year 7 - Spelling Year 7 - Spelling

Performance Analytics (continued)
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Grammar and Punctuation results remained significantly above State norms and 56% of the cohort performed in the U2B 
compared to 28% in the State. We had only 4% students in the L2B (compared to 23% in the State) and only one of these 
students were below NMS. Similarly, these students will engage in intensive literacy intervention support in this domain to 
support their success in the classroom.

Writing results remained significantly above State norms with 34% of the cohort performing in the U2B compared to 
19% in the State. We had only 10% students in the L2B (compared to 30% in the State). Most of these were above NMS. 
Similarly, these students will engage in intensive literacy intervention support in this domain to support their success in 
the classroom. 

Numeracy results remained significantly above State norms and continues to steadily climb in an upward trend since 
2018. 60% of the cohort performed in the U2B compared to almost half of that (31%) in the State. We had only one 
student in the L2B, compared to 19% in the State. This new student has since received early numeracy intervention. 

Year 7 - G&P Year 7 - G&P

Year 7 - Writing Year 7 - Writing

Year 7 - NumeracyYear 7 - Numeracy
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Performance Analytics (continued)

Year 9
This cohort also performed very well. Year 9 teaching and learning programs were also invigorated with similar programs 
and strategies as the Year 7 cohort.

Reading results remained significantly above State norm and 46% of the cohort performed in the U2B, more than double 
that of the State (21%). We had only 8% of students in the L2B (compared to 27% in the State) but most were above NMS. 
These students will commence the MacqLIT program that has been successfully trialled in the Primary years for intensive 
literacy intervention support.

Spelling results remained above State norms and deviated significantly upward since 2019. 48% of the cohort performed 
in the U2B compared to less than half of that (20%) in the State. We had only three students in the L2B (compared to 
23% in the State) but all were above NMS. Similar to Year 7, these students will engage in intensive literacy intervention 
support in this domain to support their success in the classroom. 

Year 9 - Reading Year 9 - Reading

Year 9 - Spelling Year 9 - Spelling
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Grammar and Punctuation results remained above State norms and deviated significantly upward since 2019. 48% of the 
cohort performed in the U2B compared to less than half of that (21%) in the State. We had only 10% of students in the L2B 
(compared to 28% in the State) and only one student below NMS. Similar to Year 7, these students will engage in intensive 
literacy intervention support in this domain to support their success in the classroom.

Writing results remained significantly above State norms with 28% of the cohort performing in the U2B compared to 13% 
in the State. Of the students performing in the L2B, most were at NMS. These students will engage in intensive literacy 
intervention support in this domain to support their success in the classroom as well as further enhancements in the 
cohort classroom-based strategies. 

Numeracy results remained significantly above State norms with 39% of the cohort performing in the U2B compared 
to almost half of that (20%) in the State. We had only two students in the L2B (compared to 19% in the State) and zero 
students below NMS. These new students have since received early numeracy intervention. 

Year 9 - G&P Year 9 - G&P

Year 9 - Writing Year 9 - Writing

Year 9 - NumeracyYear 9 - Numeracy
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Performance Analytics (continued)

NAPLAN Online
2021 was the final year of the paper-based version 
NAPLAN. From 2022, all schools will transition to NAPLAN 
Online. 

ICAS
We were delighted to partner with the world-renowned 
ICAS AssessmentsTM (International Competitions and 
Assessments for Schools) in 2021 to recognise and reward 
our students’ academic effort and achievement. ICAS is 
designed to target students’ higher-order thinking and 
problem-solving skills in English, Mathematics, Science, 
Writing, Spelling Bee and Digital Technologies. 78 of our 
students from Years 2-12 engaged in a total of 294 online 
tests to extend themselves academically and take up 
the personal challenge of competing in an international 
assessment, that has been running for 40 years. Over 
60% of our students were recognised for performing in 
the top ranks across the nation. This includes 28 students 
who achieved a Distinction (top 11% of participants) 
and 2 students who achieved a High Distinction (top 
1% of participants) and one student who received the 
Queensland Medal for the top Spelling Bee result in the 
State. These students will be presented with medals and 
certificates on assembly.
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The role of the Student Services Office is to support the 
individual growth and development of each student as 
they embrace College life and prepare for life beyond the 
schooling years.  As a College we believe that all children 
need to develop the necessary skills so that they can 
successfully function and succeed in the complex world in 
which they live. We aim to assist children on their journey 
as they develop into well balanced, healthy individuals who 
can function effectively as informed, active and engaged 
members of a global community. 

The Student Services office at the College supports 
students, parents and staff as we implement a dynamic 
and responsive pastoral care approach that promotes 
positive wellbeing for all students from Kindergarten to 
Year 12. Our staff, along with the Heads of Year work 
to promote the College’s high standards in Dress and 
Appearance, Conduct and Individual Scholarship and 
Work Habits. All students across the 3 sub-Colleges 
are encouraged to take pride in themselves and their 
individual achievements. We promote a philosophy of 
traditional values as we teach all students the need for 
good manners, respect for others and themselves, whilst 
accepting responsibility for their actions and decisions at 
all times.

Student Support
Student Services supports the physical, social and 
emotional development of all students. This was achieved 
in 2021 in the following ways: 

• Regularly meeting with individual students and groups 
of students to review their academic and social 
progress. 

• Meeting with parents to discuss students’ social and 
emotional development and providing strategies to 
enhance the development of their positive social skills. 

• Providing support and guidance in relation to positive 
management of students as they develop and grow 
into respectful individuals. 

• Assisting students and families in need of support. 

• Monitoring student attendance data and student 
movement during the College day. 

• Development and implementation of an effective 
pastoral care approach to benefit all students across 
the College. 

• Review and implementation of the Education 
Adjustment Programs for students with differing 
needs.

• Implementation of Year Level Community Service 
events. 

Mrs Lisa Slender
Director of Student Services
BTch B.Ed(APD) MEd (Leadership)

Student Services Report
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Parent Support
Sheldon College values the opportunity to work in 
partnership with the parents and families of the College 
community. We believe that if the College can work 
in conjunction with the home, we can work far more 
effectively to achieve the best possible educational 
outcomes for all students. 

Staff Support 

Support for staff in 2021 has included: assisting staff to 
establish and maintain effective routines and management 
of students, whilst implementing a positive pastoral care 
program that supports the goals of individual students 
across the College. The Student Services office supports 
all staff in the daily management of students and key 
operational matters which enhance the educational 
opportunities for our students.  

Curriculum Support 
Student Services supports the delivery of curriculum 
through the development and implementation of a dynamic 
and responsive Pastoral Care program. 

Pastoral Care at Sheldon College ensures our students 
are provided with opportunities to develop their skills 
in areas such as time management and organisation, 
conflict resolution, positive friendship making, effective 
communication, cyber safe practices, relationship 
education and leadership.

The College camping program this year has continued to 
support the values of the College Pastoral Care program 
as students were given the opportunity to participate in 
a range of outdoor and environmental activities whilst 
building positive staff and peer relations. Our students 
again enjoyed these outdoor experiences and the camping 
program continues to provide all students with the 
opportunity to develop their independence and resilience 
in a supportive and engaging environment. Our Year 10 
students were also able to achieve credit towards their 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award throughout the 2021 
College Year.
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“Life doesn’t get easier or more forgiving, we get 
stronger and more resilient.”

― Steve Maraboli

While reflecting on Sheldon College’s successes 
throughout the pandemic I realised, and appreciated, how 
fortunate we are to have such a tight-knit community. 
Regardless of the experiences set before us, or how 
quickly the government would could send us into a 
‘lockdown’ scenario, the staff rallied together to ensure 
student learning continued. Under the direction of our 
Academic Leaders and the College’s ICT team pre-arranged 
protocols were implemented to ensure a smooth transition 
for all stakeholders. Teachers urgently turned their lesson 
plans into student-readable documents that were uploaded 
onto the student portal. Early Learning and Junior College 
staff were dressing in costume and filming themselves 
reading stories as though the students were actually in 
the classroom. Home Group teachers were ‘checking -in’ 
each morning to ensure student wellbeing and for them 
to know that support was only a keyboard click away. 
The philosophy of Love, Laughter and Learning was 
truly evident across the entire campus and the central 
focus for all was student well-being and for learning to 
continue, albeit in a different format. The Student Service 
department was working closely with the Heads of Year 
to ensure student well-being was being monitored and 
communication with parents took precedent to ensure 
students continued to grow socially and emotionally during 
a difficult period.

To add to the growing confusion, parents and carers 
became teachers at home while being supported by the 
classroom teacher with information and resources posted 
daily on the student portal.

I was humbled to witness the dedication and commitment 
of each teacher as they worked tirelessly, with the Sheldon 
families, to maintain contact and ensure all students were 
happy, healthy and cognitively engaged.

There were many other examples, behind the scenes, of a 
strong and supportive community including parents who 
volunteered to assist across the campus, College events 
being live-streamed for all to share and on-line coaching 
programs were also established. This depth of ‘giving’ 

doesn’t happen in all schools and re-enforces why we 
cherish our connection with Sheldon College.

The College Corporate staff were also heavily committed 
towards a continued learning environment. The cleaners 
experienced a variety of shift changes and daily cleaning 
rosters were modified to comply with State Government 
regulations to ensure we were compliant. Teacher aides 
assisted with the preparation of lesson plans while others 
were moved into different departments to support daily 
operations. Others assisted instrumental music teachers 
create pre-recorded tutorials and then position the finished 
product on the iLinq portal for all to access. All staff were 
grouped into three teams with only one team operating on 
campus while the other two were delivering programs from 
home. This was designed to ensure we didn’t have all 300 
staff members on campus at any one time.

As I stated at the beginning of this piece, it’s times 
such as this that makes one appreciate the strength of 
this dynamic community. As it is in all families, we will 
experience disagreements between the parent body and 
staff but, hopefully, our shared set of values will assist in 
overcoming these small obstacles to collectively work with 
our students to assist in their development. I believe we 
all want the same student outcomes; to be kind and caring 
young adults who value lifelong learning and treasure their 
role as a contributing member of our global community 
and I believe we see evidence of this every day.

I am blessed to work with such amazing people. Many 
thanks for your on-going contributions to Sheldon College 
and for permitting us to share in the lives of your students 
each day.

Finally, a personal thank you to Dr Bishop for providing 
me with the opportunity to work alongside her and learn 
so much about College operations, staff development and 
student behaviour. I will miss her dearly.

Best wishes to all for the remainder of 2021. Have an 
enjoyable Christmas break with family and friends and I 
looking forward to working with you again in 2022.

Regards,

John Lord

Mr John Lord
Director of Operations
B.Ed St DipT (Primary) FAIM

College Operations Report
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Mr Darren Harvey
Director of Co-Curricular
B.Ed (Drama & English) (Hons) Drama, M. Ldrshp

Co-Curricular Report

Sheldon College offers a comprehensive range of sporting, 
arts, academic enrichment, technological, personal 
development and community service programs to ensure 
students have many varied opportunities to develop self-
esteem, teamwork and higher order thinking skills. 

Co-Curricular activities complement what students 
are learning in the classroom, assisting in their holistic 
development and supporting intellectual, emotional, social, 
moral, creative and physical maturity, thus enabling them 
to become successful and happy in 21st Century life and 
workplaces.

The College’s Co-Curricular programs are offered to 
students from Preparatory through to Year 12 which 
enables inclusivity across all year levels and provides equal 
opportunities for students to be challenged and explore 
their passions outside the classroom. 

Over the years, there has been a significant amount 
of research that highlights the benefits of student 
participation in such programs supporting Academic 
achievement and enhanced personal skills such as social 
skills, confidence, teamwork, commitment and discipline 
which are all relevant to skills in the workforce.

In 2021, the Co-Curricular Office has continued to work 
with our Internal Communications and all Co-Curricular 
Administrators, to roll out a standardised Co-Curricular 
Administration and Communications process.  This covers 
all aspects of administration, communications, sign on and 
payment, with the result that we now have one consistent 
approach across the majority of co-curricular activities on 
offer at the College. 

In line with our objective to optimise the co-curricular 
opportunities on offer to our students, a number of 
changes were made and new initiatives introduced in 
the areas of Arts, Sport and Technology. The Head of 
ASTA Enrichment role was introduced in January 2021, 
streamlining responsibility for all drama and dance 
co-curricular activities into one portfolio.  This change 
has allowed for a more focussed approach and greater 
allocation of resources for these programs.  Within Sport, 
the Head of Sports Enrichment role was introduced to 
assisted the Head of Sport in actioning the following new 
initiatives: the introduction of the Head Coaching Program, 
the Aspiring Athletes Program, the Sports Leadership Day, 
the Sheldon College Athletics Invitational Championship 

Day and Cross Country Invitational Meet, formulation of 
the Coaching Philosophy and Coach Induction Program, 
and participation in the Australian Volleyball Schools Cup. 
New initiatives on the Technology front have included 
Esports and FPV Drone Racing, both of which have proved 
to be exceptionally popular with students.
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The Australian School of the Arts is known for setting 
benchmarks across all Arts disciplines, with extensive 
on site and industry training and skill building in Dance, 
Drama, Media, Performance Music, Fine Arts and Fashion 
Design.

When compared with the experience of many Australian 
Schools in 2021, and the wider Arts Industry in general, 
the Australian School of the Arts has been fortunate in 
continuing to offer our usual diversity of curricular and 
co-curricular Arts programs, performance opportunities 
and events.  Where changes did have to be made, or 
events postponed, our young artists showed maturity 
and resilience in how they adapted to the new realities.  
Our thanks must also go to all our ASTA families for 
their continued support and understanding as we’ve had 

to evolve programs and events to align with external 
regulations. 

All five Arts disciplines (excluding Fashion Design) are 
strongly represented amongst student choices as subjects 
to study within their academic program and, we are again 
very proud of the outstanding results that our students 
achieve. 

Correlating with our comprehensive curriculum program, 
ASTA runs a co-curricular program second to none, 
comprising performance ensembles and audition-based 
entry programs across all Arts disciplines. In addition to 
these, the ASTA Academy program provides after hours 
classes in the disciplines of Dance, Drama, Visual Arts and 
Music to all students who are interested in participating in 
these fields.

Miss Lauren Cossettini
Head of ASTA Enrichment
MEd BCI(Drama) B.Ed(Secondary)(Hons)
Masters of Education (Leadership and Management) 

Australian School of the Arts 
(ASTA) Report

Dance
Just Dance 2021 was a five-month project made possible 
through the ongoing support of students, parents and 
staff. This year’s matinee and evening shows featured 
performances by our Senior Dance Academy ensembles, 
Performance Troupes, Classroom Dance groups and Senior 
College Choreography Competition winners, showcasing a 
range of performance styles including Contemporary, Hip Hop, 
Jazz and Entertainment. Isla McCreath was named our 2021 
Get Dancing Award recipient in recognition of her ongoing 
development and commitment to the ASTA Dance Academy.

As a result of COVID our performance troupes were unable 
to represent the College at any Competitions in 2020. They 
made up for this by achieving great results at the Ipswich 
Junior and DanceLife Unite Eisteddfods held in June and July. 
Congratulations to all of our talented students and teachers! 

• Ipswich Eisteddfod - 1st Platinum Entertainment / 
2nd Gold Contemporary / 3rd Platinum Hip Hop / VHC 
Platinum Contemporary / HC Platinum Jazz B, Gold Jazz, 
Gold Hip Hop 

• Dancelife - 1st Platinum Entertainment / 2nd Student 
Contemporary/Lyrical / 4th Platinum Hip Hop, Platinum 
Jazz A

Drama 
In Term 3, families and students of our Years 9 - 12 
Curriculum Drama program were invited to join us for an 
evening of outstanding performances featuring students from 
these classes. The evening showcased the incredible flexibility 
and range of our young performers across various styles 
including Comedy, Realism, Children’s Theatre and Absurdism. 
A particular highlight was the incredible performances by 
our Year 12 students who presented work from their IA 1 
assessment earlier this year. Our special guest, Damien 
Cassidy, was impressed by the high calibre of performances 
and reiterated the sentiments and feelings of our Sheldon 
Arts Community regarding the power of Arts education. 
The students and Arts staff are grateful to Damien and our 
College Community for their attendance at and support of this 
wonderful annual event.
Our ASTA Drama Academy production groups (featuring 
students in Years 1 to 8) have been hard at work preparing 
for this year’s Art Festival scheduled for November. Miss 
Cossettini and the Year 7 and 8 Musical Theatre group will 
present Aladdin Jr. Mrs Zeelie and the Year 7 and 8 Acting 
Group will present Circus Olympus, and the Junior Production 
Group will present The Snow Queen. Our Drama Fundamentals 
class groups have also been working hard to build their skills 
in musical theatre and improvised performance. 

2021 Highlights
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Theatresports is alive and well as evidenced by the 
achievement of our Junior team who competed for the first 
time this year and made it through to the Grand Final. Our 
improvising actors performed on assemblies during the year, 
where possible, and are certainly crowd favourites. There is a 
strong culture of improvising throughout the entire program 
and this has exciting and beneficial application in all areas of 
Drama.
Whilst it has been a challenging year, the Drama team enjoyed 
finding new and innovative ways to continue teaching Drama 
and sharing the incredible work of our students with our 
community.

Film, Television and New Media/Media Studies 
Year 12 students participated in the ATAR syllabus where all 
media projects were comprised of individual work. Even with 
the COVID-19 interruptions the students produced a short 
genre film and experimental video to a high standard. The 
Year 11 students also had an interrupted year but produced 
some outstanding music video projects and are now working 
on lifestyle segments.
The Year 7 to 10 program was also affected, but all media 
projects were completed on time and some very good final 
video productions were submitted. These projects included: 
music videos, online film reviews, parody scenes, animation, 
hero’s journey short films, advertising and news stories. The 
spectacular media work of these students was acknowledged 
at The Reel Awards in October.

Visual Art 
Year 12 students Georgia D’Arcy and Clay Hitchcock entered 
the Queensland Creative Generations Awards.The Senior 
Art Exhibition, was held on 13 October to resounding critical 
acclaim. Students form Years 9 to 12 showcased conceptually 
exciting and well executed drawings, paintings, sculptures, 
ceramics and bodies of work to a large group of family, and 
friends.
Arts Stars Junior and Middle were again run as part of our 
ASTA Academy Program. Each Term the budding young 
artists had the opportunity to create wonderful artwork, 
which they presented to family and friends in an end of term 
exhibition. This year our talented tutors included Kate Stimson 
and Chris Lambert. 
Visual Art incursions and excursions were again run for 
students in Years 9 to 12: 
• Year 9 students enjoyed learning 2 different portrait 

making techniques with mixed media artist Deb Mostert 
and printmaker Wayne Singleton. 

• Year 10 students experienced a portrait making 

incursion, painting acrylic on canvas with artists Gus 
Eggleton and Sophie McManus. 

• Year 11’s ventured to South Bank for visits to the Gallery 
of Modern Art (GOMA) and the Queensland Art Gallery.

• Year 12 students enjoyed a master class in mixed media 
sculpture with Caroline Watson

ASTA Professionals Program
The ASTA Professionals Program has once again had 
confirmed success with over 125 students enrolled across the 
Schools of Combined Performing Arts, Film, Television and 
New Media, Fine Art and Fashion Design. 
Whilst classes were suspended during the home-learning 
portion of Term 2, ASTA Professionals classes continued as 
normal this year. 
At this year’s annual Arts Academy Awards evening, the ASTA 
Award for Excellence was presented to Adrianna Barr for 
her passion, commitment and work ethic within the Fashion 
Program.
Students from all areas of the Professionals Program were 
involved in the 6 shows of the Senior College Musical, Les 
Misérables, whether as Dancers, Vocalists and Actors, or the 
Media and Backstage Crews.
The students from the Professionals Program were again the 
driving force behind the entertainment and Media content/
coverage for the Arts Academy Awards. 
In total, 23 Year 12 ASTA Professionals students graduated 
across the Schools of Combined Performing Arts, Film, 
Television and New Media, Fine Art and Fashion and Costume 
Design.

School of Combined Performing Arts (CPA) 
ASTA Professionals students engaged with a wide variety of 
electives with working artists and professionals throughout 
the year. A highlight for our CPA students was the annual 
Senior College Musical performance of Les Misérables, 
performed at Sheldon College. This experience saw our 
students persevere in the face of uncertainty, to produce 
exceptional performances throughout the six show season, 
showcasing their skills, talents and passion for Musical 
Theatre. 
ASTA CPA Year 9 and 10 students worked discretely in the 
areas of acting, dance and voice for the first semester, 
before embarking on a more hybrid approach in Semester 
2. Highlights from their second semester included short 
scenes and songs from the popular musical Matilda, and a 
unique and inspiring physical theatre performance, provoking 
audiences to consider the impact technology is having on 
their everyday lives. 
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Australian School of the Arts (ASTA) Report (continued)

The Year 11 and 12 students decided on a self-devised 
“graduation” project to conclude their time in ASTA CPA, 
which was showcased to family and friends on Sunday 14th 
November. This performance featured small group and solo 
performances in Act 1, followed by an entertaining self-
devised “mashup” of their highlight moments from their time 
in the ASTA Program at Sheldon College. The final item of 
the event highlighted the hybrid nature of this program, as 
the Year 12 cohort performed a piece written and composed 
specifically for this occasion by Year 12 student, Zephram 
Chambers. 
Other visitors to our ASTA CPA Program this year included 
Milly Bannister, Paul Sabey, Manali Datar and Jules Mikeska. 
Many of our Year 12 ASTA CPA graduates successfully 
auditioned for Arts pathways post school graduation, with 
four having recently made it through to the second round of 
auditions for The Conservatorium in 2022

School of Fine Art 
ASTA Professionals were challenged and their skills refined 
with artists Ali Gillett and Kiah Lewis-Walters’ exciting, 
creative and fun -filled studios, the results of which were 
beautifully showcased at the annual ASTA Visual Art 
Exhibition in June. The students also benefited from a Master 
Class with professional artist Nicholas Warren in September.

School of Film, Television and New Media 
During Semester 1, ASTA FTM students gained experience 
with industry equipment including: Tricaster Vision Switcher, 
Sony HD5P Video Cameras, Remote Control BRC PTZ 
Cameras, and a Steadicam stabilizing system.
Students were involved in many Outside Broadcast 
Productions requiring filming/video/graphics/ montage work. 
ASTA FTM Professionals were involved in the production of 
promotional social media and website content and the visual 
content for Les Misérables and the Arts Academy Awards. 
Students in the ASTA FTM Jnr Program worked on Motion 
Graphic projects, contributed to the projection content for the 
Middle College Musical, created short films about Sheldon 
College culture and media projects for Teachers.

School of Fashion and Costume Design 
All students modelled their creations in front of the Sheldon 
College Community at the Arts Academy Awards Evening 
and the inaugural Fashion Designer of the Year Award was 
presented to Year 12 student, Mia Madsen. As part of this 
award, the winner received a Bernina Sewing Machine from 
program sponsor, Bernina Australia.
A number of students participated in the Ekka Natural 
Fibres Make & Model Fashion Competition and The Apex 

Teen Fashion Awards, taking home a number of awards and 
commendations. Students were fortunate enough to work 
with mentors at QUT and take part in a range of workshops at 
the QUT Kelvin Grove Campus.

Senior College Musical
With COVID-19 uncertainty still in the air, the decision was 
made to again stage the 2021 Senior College Musical, Les 
Misérables, in the Sheldon Event Centre. The sold out six show 
run of this iconic international musical was a resounding 
success, not only in terms of the incredible performances 
and stagecraft, as well as community attendance and 
enjoyment, but even more so because of the educational 
journey it represented. For the 130+ students involved in the 
Cast, Band, Backstage, Lighting, Sound and Media Crews, the 
six month preparatory journey was just as significant as the 
spectacular and exhilarating six show run. From the auditions, 
through months of rehearsals, the final gruelling tech runs 
and dress rehearsal, to the gamut of opening night nerves and 
exhilarating highs (and sometimes lows) of the shows, the 
entire process represented a real-world learning opportunity, 
equipping students with critical skills required for success, 
both in school and in the world beyond. 

Arts Academy Awards 
The 17th Annual Arts Academy Awards was held on 18 
September and was, as ever, a phenomenal celebration of 
all things “Arts” at Sheldon College. After so many months 
of living with COVID-19 uncertainty, those members of the 
College Community lucky enough to secure tickets, were 
delighted when Saturday 18 September finally arrived and 
they were able to attend the black tie dinner, show and awards 
event. With tables again having sold out in record time, the 
decision was made to live stream the event again this year for 
friends and family members unable to attend.

More than 220 Year 5 to 12 students were involved in the 11 
performance items showcasing dancers, vocalists, actors, 
award nominees, fashion designers, visual artists, band and 
choir members; all ably supported by the media, sound and 
lighting students, and the behind the scenes work of the 
hospitality students. An additional highlight of the evening 
was the beautiful “Your Song” Staff and Alumni tribute to Dr 
Lyn Bishop, for whom the 2021 Arts Academy Awards was
her last.
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Performance Music 
It has been another challenging year for our music students 
with some live performances cancelled and uncertainty 
surrounding other events proceeding. All students rose above 
the challenges most admirably.
Our performance calendar commenced a little earlier than 
normal this year with our Soul Band being featured at a 
concert on the RPAC stage in Week 3 of Term 1, as part of a 
new RPAC initiative to promote live performances in the age 
of COVID. Our Soul Band was simply outstanding presenting a 
very professional 45-minute program.
One of the biggest community events of the year, our annual 
Bush Dance was held toward the end of Term 1. Families 
enjoyed a variety of rides and food options, whilst listening to 
entertainment provided by Sheldon student singer/songwriter, 
Alivia Hollis, and our staff band, “The Mt Cotton Pickers”.  
This was closely followed by our annual Jazz Night, held in the 
Stadium forecourt for the first time, which was a resounding 
success. We were fortunate to have our first ever Alumni Big 
Band perform, and we hope to see them as regular performers 
at further events over the coming years.
The Musical Band (made up of students from Years 9 – 12) 
rose to the occasion to perform a very professional show 
for the six performances of our Senior College Musical, “Les 
Misérables”, held in the Sheldon Event Centre in May. 
Closely following the musical was our Percussion Concert, 
featuring all three Percussion Ensembles and two drumlines, 
as well as several solo performances by our talented 
percussionists. This event also featured an alumni percussion 
ensemble consisting of a range of alumni from 2012 to 2020. 
It was great to see them all and find out what they have been 
up to since leaving Sheldon College.
Our annual “Night at The Movies” Concert was renamed 
this year to “A Night at the Proms” and saw us returning to 
a live format, featuring performances by most of our Senior 
Ensembles and Vocal Groups. The event was attended by 
many of our Sheldon Community and enjoyed by the parents 
and students alike. 
Our annual Instrumentalist Showcase was held in the 
Performing Arts Theatre on Friday 16 July. The performances 

from our best musicians were outstanding and thoroughly 
enjoyed by the audience. 
Our annual vocal recital, One Voice, was held in the 
Performing Arts Theatre on Monday 19 July. Following 
a rigorous audition process, 24 of our strongest vocal 
students relished the opportunity to present repertoire of 
their own choice to an appreciative audience. 
Our Dixieland Band, Big Band, Soul Band, and Rock Band 
1 played at the Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron 137th 
Sailing Season Opening Day at Manly, which was presided 
over by the Governor General of Queensland. 
Once again, we had a number of students selected for State 
Honours Ensemble programs. Nine students were selected 
for the State Honours Ensemble Program, 32 students were 
selected for the State Honours Middle School Ensemble 
Program and 17 students were selected for the State 
Honours Primary School Ensemble Program. 
Term 4 commenced with our Soul Band putting on an 
amazing performance at the Battle of the Rock Band 
competition held at Clairvaux MacKillop College where they 
were awarded a GOLD award and were announced runners 
up overall (2nd place). A great result as this was the first 
time they have ever entered this event. 
Several of our ensembles have this year entered online 
competitions due to COVID-affected live performances.  
Our Chamber Percussion Ensemble took part in the National 
Chamber Ensemble Competition, Strike a Chord, where 
they were selected as one of the 12 finalists chosen from 
over 72 ensembles around the country. Our Drumlines and 
Percussion Ensembles have also submitted videos for the 
National Percussion Eisteddfod which will be adjudicated 
later in Term 4.
Our Symphonic Winds and Wind Ensembles will be 
competing in Musicfest in Week Two and we wish  
them well.  

Mr Adam Lopez Mr David Adelt
Head of Voice
Dip Mus (QCM)

Head of Instrumental Music
Grad Dip (FET) DipMus
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2021 has been another challenging and unpredictable year 
yet our Sheldon College Athletes have continued to flourish 
despite the circumstances. It has been extremely pleasing 
to see high participation rates throughout all our programs. 
This can be attributed to the dedication and passion of 
our coaching staff, who ensured the delivery of programs 
for students of all ages and levels of ability. The College 
is also very proud of the new initiatives developed in 2021 
and there are certainly more exciting opportunities to come 
in 2022.

This year, Sheldon College further cemented its reputation 
as the top performing school in the GBC (Greater Brisbane 
Conference) competition and the newly formed GBC 
Primary competition. Our students represented the College 
with enthusiasm and pride and challenged themselves 
both as individual performers and within their teams to 
achieve amazing results. The College achieved sensational 
results across the board, and it has been a pleasure to host 
so many schools on the incredible sporting facilities we are 
so fortunate to have on our amazing campus. 

In addition, the College’s Club programs continued to 
move from strength to strength. Our Basketball Club is one 
of the strongest in the Brisbane Southern Districts Club 
Competition while our Touch Football Club is continually 
improving and growing. The strength of both our team 
sport Club programs has allowed our students to develop 
and feel comfortable being challenged at the highest 
level. Most importantly, both clubs are building a fantastic 
foundation in the Junior years which will set the scene for 
sustained success.

Sheldon College teams also competed in a growing 
range of interschool tournaments this year, including the 
Champion Basketball School of Queensland tournament, 
the Queensland Volleyball Schools Cup, Queensland 
Secondary Schools Team Tennis, Tennis Queensland’s 
Primary Schools Cup, All Schools Touch Football and our 
very own Sheldon Athletics Invitational Championship 
Day. We were delighted to see our students perform 
exceptionally well as individuals and within their teams in 

these competitions and we are excited to see our students 
continue to be challenged beyond the traditional school 
sport program.

The Queensland School Sport pathway was once again 
impacted this year due to COVID-19; however, a substantial 
number of Sheldon College students still earned selection 
in representative teams in their chosen sports this year. It 
is amazing to see such a high number of students selected 
into Queensland Merit teams - these students should be 
extremely proud of their achievements.

The success of Sheldon College Sport would not occur 
without the tireless contribution of the many staff, 
coaches, parents and volunteers involved. A special 
thank you must go to our Sport team, especially Sports 
Administrators, Mrs Kerry Rilen and Miss Rachel Howse, 
for their diligence and assistance in ensuring the Sports 
Office operates smoothly. Other special mentions must be 
given to the following staff, who without their passion for 
coaching and achieving excellence, the results achieved 
would not be possible:

Head Athletics Coach – Mr Ben Norton

Head Swimming Coach – Mr Alex Jordan

Head Tennis Coach – Mr Jake Alchin 

Basketball Coordinator – Mrs Kat Nancarrow

Lead Coach, Touch Football Club – Mr Pat Carroll

Head of Coaching, Boys Volleyball – Mr Mathew Barling

Head of Coaching, Girls Volleyball – Miss Brogan Hunter

Head of Coaching, Touch Football – Mr Scott Jacka

Head of Coaching, Boys Australian Football – Mr Tom Howard

Head of Coaching, Girls Australian Football – Mr Josh McHugh

Head of Coaching, Boys Football – Mr Darren Thomas

Mr Nathan Burgess Miss Brogan Hunter
Head of Sport
BBusMan

Head of Sports Enrichment
B.Ed (Sec) Cert III and IV Fitness

Sport Report
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Sport Report

 
 

• Open Girls’ Basketball team placing fifth in the top 
division at the Queensland Champion Schools’ 
Basketball tournament.

• Open Boys’ Volleyball finishing fifth in the top division 
at the Queensland Volleyball Schools Cup, the highest 
finish by an Open Volleyball team in the College’s 
history.

• Sheldon College placing 4th for both boys and girls at 
the Queensland Secondary Schools Team Tennis State 
Finals in Rockhampton.

• Sheldon College once again ranking as the top P-12 
school in the state at the Queensland All Schools 
Cross Country Championships.

• Open Girls’ and Year 10 Girls’ Volleyball winning Gold 
in their divisions at the Queensland Volleyball Schools 
Cup.

• Queensland Champion Schools’ Basketball Primary 3 
on 3 Competition – Top Four finish for our boys.

• Open Girls Touch Football finishing in the Top 24 
teams at All Schools Touch Football.

• Successfully hosting the very first Sheldon Athletics 
Invitational Championship Day, with our 16 years to 
Opens team winning their division against strong 
competition.

• Successfully hosting the very first Sheldon Cross 
Country Invitational Meet.

• Successful introduction of the Aspiring Athletes 
Program.

• Aggregate Champion School in GBC for Australian 
Football, Boys & Girls Basketball, Girls Netball, Boys & 
Girls Touch Football and Girls Volleyball.

• Aggregate Champions at GBC Swimming   
(Primary & Secondary).

• Aggregate Champions at GBC Cross Country  
(Primary & Secondary).

• Aggregate Champions at GBC Track & Field  
(Primary & Secondary).

• Aggregate Champions at District Swimming  
(10-12 Years).

• Percentage Champions at District Swimming  
(10-12 Years & 13-19 Years).

• Aggregate Champions at District Cross Country  
(10-12 Years).

• Percentage Champions at District Cross Country  
(13-19 Years).

• Aggregate Champions at District Track & Field  
(13-19 Years).

• Percentage Champions at District Track & Field  
(13-19 Years).

• Inaugural Sports Leadership Day held at the  
Gold Coast.

2021 Highlights
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Mr David Savage
Director - Projects, Facilities and Sheldon Academy of Sport
BA; DipMus; PGDipEd

Sheldon Academy of Sport Report

The Sheldon Academy of Sport (SAS) brings together the 
College’s year-round professionally coached individual 
performance sports of Athletics (Cross Country and Track 
& Field), Swimming and Tennis, with the goal of providing 
unrivalled opportunities to enable students to reach their 
full sporting potential within the safe and supportive 
Sheldon College environment.

While 2021 has certainly had its fair share of COVID-related 
disruptions, the interruptions to training and competition 
have been less severe this year than last, leading to greater 
gains in athlete fitness and performance levels.  So while 
students will have understandably been disappointed by 
the cancellation of events such as the Queensland School 
Sport State Track & Field Championships, thankfully a 
number of high quality opportunities for competition have 
been able to proceed.

Particular thanks are directed to our SAS program leaders: 
Jake Alchin (Tennis), Sarah Gale (Learn to Swim), Alex 
Jordan (Swimming), Ben Norton (Athletics), Steve Whelan 
(Strength & Conditioning); and their amazing teams of 
coaches, who work with literally hundreds of students over 
the course of each year.



CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE REPORT 2021 • SHELDON COLLEGE 41

 
 

Key highlights include those listed below:

• Eight Sheldon College / SAS athletes winning 
individual medals at this year’s Queensland Athletics 
State Championships, with many more medals 
claimed at the Queensland Athletics All Schools State 
Championships.

• 12 Sheldon College / SAS athletes qualifying 
to compete at Athletics Australia’s National 
Championships, with three competing in the 
Heptathlon at Athletics Australia’s Junior Combined 
Event National Championships in Melbourne.

• Seven Sheldon College / SAS athletes gaining 
selection into the Queensland Athletics State Cross 
Country Merit Team, with Riley Niven (pictured) also 
selected into the Queensland School Sport Team.

• Record numbers of students involved in both our 
Tennis and Swimming programs this year.

• Record numbers of Sheldon Academy of Sport 
swimmers gaining selection into school sport 
representative swimming teams, headlined by our 
latest State Champion, Millie Rae (pictured).

• Three of the four players in the Metropolitan East 
Under 12 Boys’ Tennis team selected to compete at 
the Queensland School Sport State Championships 
coming from the SAS Tennis program, despite there 
being more than 120 schools in the Metropolitan East 
Region. Arkin Amin-Patel went on to gain selection in 
the Queensland merit team.

• Sheldon College named a finalist by Tennis 
Queensland for ‘Most Outstanding School’ at the 
2021 Queensland Tennis Awards. (Winner yet to be 
announced.)

2021 Highlights
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Year 12 Bronze Awards

Taylah Ashcroft, Jasper Baker, Camryn Beaumont, Keeley Belford, Benjamin Bristow, Zephram Chambers, Samuel 
Heeremans, Clay Hitchcock, Kaela Lowry, Ella Pratt, Nicholas Robinson, Ben Russell, Amity Sharpe, Aimee Stevens,  
Jessica Thomsen, Raasi Venkatesh, Aleksija Vuksan, Lara Walker, Kaitlyn Williams, Alison Wu.

Year 12 Silver Awards

Keeleigh Anderson, Jackson Bailey, Danielle Bayes, Ava Bevis, Lauren Butler, Rebecca Carmichael, Quinn Chambers,  
Harrison Chuc, Lynsey Deakin, Ashley Edgar, Jade Ferguson, Sinadee Gamage, Charlie Garside, Rhiannon Hill, Natalia Hines, 
Innis Hooper, Mia Madsen, Mert Manli, Ashleigh Mullins, Taine Rossini, Sarah Schramm, Zunairah Sinha, Lauren Taylor,  
Sam Trotter, Lefan Wang, Gabrielle Wearne-Norman.

Year 12 Gold Awards

Lachlan Andrews, Lian Baker, Madelize Breet, Talia Chapman, Georgia D’Arcy, Kaelan Durham, Nicholas Fisher, Liam Forbes, 
Allison Heng, Maddison Kickert, Sabrina Lawson, Ambrus Major, Hayden McKillop, Sophie Moman, Riley Niven, Jared Smith, 
Ryan Stocker, Shea Unwin, Timothy Vernon, Isabel Williams.

Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2021

Senior College Awards Year 12 Award Recipients

Senior College Dux
Lachlan Andrews

Subject Excellence
Accounting ................................................................ Madison Kickert
Biology (Joint Winner) ............................................... Lian Baker
Biology (Joint Winner) ............................................... Allison Heng
Biology (Joint Winner) ............................................... Jared Smith
Chemistry (Joint Winner) .......................................... Lachlan Andrews
Chemistry (Joint Winner) .......................................... Lian Baker
Chemistry (Joint Winner) .......................................... Maddison Kickert
Chemistry (Joint Winner) .......................................... Hayden McKillop
Chemistry (Joint Winner) .......................................... Riley Niven
Chinese . .................................................................... Allison Heng
Dance ........................................................................ Natalia Hines
Design ....................................................................... Kaela Lowry
Digital Solutions ........................................................ Nicholas Fisher
Drama ........................................................................ Natalia Hines
Economics (Joint Winner) ......................................... Innis Hooper
Economics (Joint Winner) ......................................... Riley Niven
English ....................................................................... Madelize Breet
Film, TV and New Media (Joint Winner).................... Taylah Ashcroft
Film, TV and New Media (Joint Winner).................... Clay Hitchcock
Film, TV and New Media (Joint Winner).................... Tim Vernon
General Mathematics ................................................ Rhiannon Hill
Geography ................................................................. Jackson Bailey
Legal Studies (Joint Winner) ..................................... Madelize Breet
Legal Studies (Joint Winner) ..................................... Harrison Chuc
Legal Studies (Joint Winner) ..................................... Jade Ferguson
Legal Studies (Joint Winner) ..................................... Ashleigh Mullins
Legal Studies (Joint Winner) ..................................... Sarah Schramm
Literature ................................................................... Lachlan Andrews
Mathematical Methods (Joint Winner) ..................... Lachlan Andrews
Mathematical Methods (Joint Winner) ..................... Madelize Breet
Modern History .......................................................... Zunairah Sinha
Music (Joint Winner) ................................................. Quinn Chambers
Music (Joint Winner) ................................................. Georgia D’Arcy
Music (Joint Winner) ................................................. Sophie Moman
Music Extension (Composition) ................................ Georgia D’Arcy
Music Extension (Performance)................................ Sophie Moman
Physical Education .................................................... Ryan Stocker
Physics (Joint Winner) .............................................. Lachlan Andrews
Physics (Joint Winner) .............................................. Lian Baker
Physics (Joint Winner) .............................................. Madelize Breet
Physics (Joint Winner) .............................................. Kaelan Durham
Physics (Joint Winner) .............................................. Nicholas Fisher
Physics (Joint Winner) .............................................. Jared Smith
Visual Art  .................................................................. Georgia D’Arcy

Senior College Citizenship Award
Kaela Lowry

Ampol All Rounder Award
Zephram Chambers

Tara Johnston Memorial Award
Zunairah Sinha

ADF Long Tan and Teamwork Awards
Jared Smith

ADF Future Innovator Award
Kelli Oldfield

MEGT Outstanding School-Based 
Apprentice/Trainee
Aleksija Vuksan

UQ Achievement Award
Madelize Breet
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Year 11 Bronze Awards

Fletcher Andrews, Charlotte Chamberlain, Riley Eves, Grace Hamilton, Mia Harris, Summer Lees, Clare Monk, Ryan Rudge, 
Luke Stachowicz, Bonnie Taylor.

Year 11 Silver Awards

Matthew Ariel, Kye Bailey, Ashley Barrett, Trace Boland, Abbee Gosley-Fuller, Phoebe Hall, Cody Hawkins, Alivia Hollis,  
Drais Jackson, Amaya Johnson, Cooper Jones, Lila Joubert, Lachlan Ketter-Jones, Mostyn Mitchell, Max Olufson,  
Cameryn Phillips, Kirra Reilly, Kaya Richardson, Chuan Shi, Milly Slade, Sophie Smith, Bethany Smith, Maia Steele-Alston, 
Joshua Thompson, Isabelle Treasure, Samuel Van Aken, Olivia van Gool, Benjamin Wehl, Nelson Wu.

Year 11 Gold Awards

Ashleigh Bennett, Ella Broadby, Casey Cooper, Daniela Costa Teixeira, Acacia Damms, Brooke Dunford, Noor Ezzat Sarakeby, 
Max Garside, Jasper Hamilton, Kai Haynes, Jonny Holmes, Brandon Keel, Sion Kim, Brayden Kirby, Alexander Leggatt,  
Danielle Macaulay, James MacDonald, Emma McManimm, Jessica Moore, Thomas Neale, Jasdeep Renny, Taylor Sankey, 
Isabella Sopp, Brian Tsai, Jin Wu, Lara Zambelli, Siying Zhou.

Year 11 Award Recipients

Academic Excellence
Brandon Keel

Subject Excellence
Accounting ................................................................ Emma McManimm
Ancient History .......................................................... Trace Boland
Biology (Joint Winner) ............................................... Brooke Dunford
Biology (Joint Winner) ............................................... Taylor Sankey
Chemistry .................................................................. Brandon Keel
Chinese ...................................................................... Siying Zhou
Dance ........................................................................ Olivia van Gool
Design ....................................................................... Brandon Keel
Drama ........................................................................ Olivia van Gool
Economics ................................................................. Jasper Hamilton 
English ....................................................................... Isabella Sopp
Film, TV and New Media ........................................... Lila Joubert
General Mathematics (Joint Winner) ........................ Jasper Hamilton
General Mathematics (Joint Winner) ........................ Lila Joubert
Geography ................................................................. Trace Boland
Legal Studies (Joint Winner) ..................................... Brooke Dunford
Legal Studies (Joint Winner) ..................................... Phoebe Hall 
Literature ................................................................... Sophie Smith
Mathematical Methods (Joint Winner) ..................... Sion Kim
Mathematical Methods (Joint Winner) ..................... Thomas Neale
Modern History .......................................................... Mostyn Mitchell
Music ......................................................................... Ashleigh Bennett
Physical Education .................................................... Kai Haynes
Physics (Joint Winner) .............................................. Casey Cooper
Physics (Joint Winner) .............................................. Thomas Neale
Specialist Mathematics (Joint Winner) ..................... Sion Kim
Specialist Mathematics (Joint Winner) ..................... Thomas Neale
Visual Art ................................................................... Jasper Hamilton
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Year 10 Bronze Awards

Paige Anderiesz, Charlie Banks, Imogen Belford, Noah Bevis, Blaise Bradley, Angus Chou, Dylan Cowley, Trey Durham, 
Rhilee Geppert-Eadie, Travis Goddaer, Mia Harvey, Kaedon Hoekwater, Noah Kubenk, Tom Mancini, Kimberley Matiyenga, 
Anders McAlpine, Coby McGill, Drew Neilson, Pavneet Nijjar, Jack Richards, Kalliyan Seremet, Symantha Turner,   
Preston Waldron, Olivia Ward, Freddie Watmough, Madison Witt.

Year 10 Silver Awards

Zoe Beith, Kai Brooks, Holly Bryant, Willow Butler, Zara De Nichilo, Isabella Doyle, Amy Edwards, Jazlin Goodhew,  
Joseph Hanham, Exodus Lale, Madeline Lano, Zephyr Marlin, Shae Marshall, Amelia McDonald, Elise McKillop, 
Jada Nayef, Ruby-Summer Peat, Anais Pink, Lucy Schooth, Liam Smith, Jemma Thompson, Olivia Wells,   
Jordan Westerberg, Lily Wigan, Ella Wilson, Derrick Yu, Tayla Zipp.

Year 10 Gold Awards

Brodie Blaser, Edward Boniface, Jacques Breet, Oliver Buscke, Zane Colefax, Matthew Durick, Noah Farrell, Georgia Hunt, 
Jasmin Lane, David Markus Munoz, Conor McCreath, Hannah Monk, Jacob Palmer, Chloe Pudney, Daniel Renouf,  
Niketa Spicer, Jacob Stead, Jacob Telford, Zoe Trott, Bryson Williams.

Year 10 Award Recipients

Academic Excellence
Jasmin Lane

Subject Excellence

Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2021 (continued)

Business Education .......................................... Jacques Breet
Chinese ............................................................. Chloe Pudney
Dance ............................................................... Imogen Belford
Design and Technologies ................................. Lily Wigan
Drama ............................................................... Shae Marshall
English .............................................................. Jacques Breet
Health and Physical Education ........................ Jasmin Lane
Humanities ....................................................... Jasmin Lane
IDEAS ................................................................ Jacques Breet
Media Studies ................................................... Jacob Stead
Music ................................................................ Jacob Telford
Pre-General Mathematics ................................ Joseph Hanham
Pre-Mathematical Methods .............................. Jacob Stead
Science ............................................................. Derrick Yu
Visual Art .......................................................... Zoe Trott 

ADF Long Tan and Teamwork Awards
Jasmin Lane

ADF Future Innovator Award
Thomas Kelly
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Year 9 Bronze Awards

Madison Barrett, Charlotte Boyd, Fletcher Copper, Damian Devilly, Miller Haberfield, Sophie Hamilton, James Joubert, Ryan 
Loi, Tayla McFarlane, Kelsey Mentz, Dylan Pinti, Joshua Pryde, Jack Richardson.

Year 9 Silver Awards

Taj Bell, Riley Charlton, Jack Galamaga, Shana Gao, Talei Godbold, Sebastian Hines, Clay Hiron, Rogan Keel, Emily Koina, 
Max Langdon, Maggie Liang, Charlotte Lowson, Ryder Mabb, Meg MacDonald, Priya Maxwell, Chloe Michell, Reece Morgan, 
Ella Noble, William O’Donovan, Mackenzie Olney, Katie Renouf, Piper Rudge, Erin Ryoo, Jessie Shearer, Jacob Stachowicz, 
Campbell Stocker, Sophie Thomsen, Regan Turner, Darcie Young.

Year 9 Gold Awards

Joshua Baladi, Riley Bennett, Jo Chang, Clarisse Deck, William Hamilton, Kirra Hamson, Rhea Hsueh, Arya Iyer,   
Stephanie Kenny, Isabella Kenny, Abby Kubenk, Gregory MacNair, Flynn Mather, Isla McCreath, Lilly Montgomery,  
Lucy Norman, Hannah Spink, Luke Strader, Thomas Sullivan, Talia Van Aken, Dexter Williams.

Year 9 Award Recipients

Academic Excellence
Arya Iyer

Subject Excellence
Business Education .......................................... Arya Iyer
Chinese ............................................................. Joshua Baladi
Dance (Joint Winner)........................................ Priya Maxwell
Dance (Joint Winner)........................................ Sophie Thomsen
Design and Technologies ................................. Gregory MacNair
Digital Technologies ......................................... Riley Charlton
Drama ............................................................... Isla McCreath
English .............................................................. Arya Iyer
Health and Physical Education ........................ Max Langdon
Humanities ....................................................... Arya Iyer
IDEAS ................................................................ Lilly Montgomery
Mathematics .................................................... Arya Iyer
Media Studies ................................................... Arya Iyer
Music ................................................................ Lucy Norman
Science ............................................................. Arya Iyer
Visual Art .......................................................... Erin Ryoo
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Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2021 (continued)

Year 8 Bronze Awards

Charles Beach, Cayden de Beer, Angus Drury, Michael Gol, Phineaus Knickerbocker, Jayden Lau, Tabytha-Lilyjana Lee-Wilson, 
William Logan, Matteo Lorentzen-Bustillo, Ruby Mather, Madison Meares, Ashley Menere, Abida Mohmood, Zachary Newton, 
Zoe Oliver, Kaitlyn Paddon, Chanelle-Barrie Rochester-Phillips, Sienna Spurrell, Charles Williams, Xun Yang.

Year 8 Silver Awards

Anna Binder, Otto Chang, Sienna Coates, Eva de Wet, Cara de Wet, Maddison Dodd, Emily Gallagher, Sadara Gamage, 
Harlan Goode, Adison Hindley, Ella Johnson, Stephanie Jones, Samreen Kaur, Jasmine Lee See, Jacob Logan,   
Gansan Mou, Charlotte Purdey, Chelsea Ross, Ryan Snell, Baxter Swain, Michael Taylor.

Year 8 Gold Awards

Charlotte Boniface, Aria Buscke, David Chiu, Mikayla Dunford, Christian Haller, Shengming Huang, Noah Kim, Jaden Lee,  
Holly Mainwaring, Meg Mather, Paige Mauer, Vanessa McLay, Vania Mead, Grace Needham, Lara Neilson, Angela Seager, 
Tiana Smiley, Eva Smith, Xin Su, Madeleine Trouchet, Luka Wegner, Olivia Wu.

Middle College Awards Year 8 Award Recipients

Middle College Dux
David Chiu

Subject Excellence

Middle College Citizenship Award
Charlotte Boniface 

Chinese ............................................................. Tiana Smiley
Dance ............................................................... Meg Mather
Drama ............................................................... Stephanie Jones
English .............................................................. Angela Seager
Health and Physical Education ........................ Grace Needham
Humanities ....................................................... Olivia Wu
Mathematics .................................................... David Chiu
Media Studies ................................................... Samreen Kaur
Music ................................................................ Angela Seager
Science ............................................................. Olivia Wu
Technologies .................................................... Meg Mather
Visual Art .......................................................... Eva Smith
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Year 7 Bronze Awards

Bond Allen, Frankie Allen, Georgia Banks, Ziggy Beattie, Pippa Bell, Jack Coleman, Hunter D’Arcy, Micah Da Silva,  
Shanesse del Valle, James Godfrey, Ellie Janke, Erin Kelly, Tabitha Leaney, Arran Lendrum, Jake Makela, Oliver Moon, 
Pradyun Nayakineni, Jasmine Nayef, Henry Needham, Imogen Olney, Angus Pengilly, Siena Reece-Anderson,   
Maxwell Richards, Stephanie Taylor, Shen Tsai, Caitlyn Wilson.

Year 7 Silver Awards

Lachlan Allen, Jemma Butler, Thomas Cronk Renneflott, Sarah Gibb, Holly Harvey, Ayla Hinton, William Jones, Oliver Kemp, 
Morgan Leather, Yuhan Li, Colin Lu, Diara Maistry, Joseph Markus Munoz, Phoebe Matthews, Cooper McFaul, Savannah Mearns, 
Amy Moore, Megan Olivier, Laura Paterson, Zach Piket, Millie Rae, Cara Schooth, Acalia Shamim, Victoria Simon,  
Nicholas Strufe, Kaitlin Volker, Harrison Ward, Delilah Williams, Wren Wilson, Lucas Young.

Year 7 Gold Awards

Morgan Baldwin, Estelle Blacklow, Ethan Blaser, Gabriella Cumming, Katerina Dugdale, Tiffany Fong, William Gol,  
Evangeline Goodfellow, Annabelle Harvey, Gemma Kung, Harrison Lihan, Madeline Mackay, Abigail Marta, Grace McLennan, 
Jacob Nunn, Mia O’Brien, Kobe Preece, Callum Prowse, Amelia Rotert, Samantha Seager, Alexander Smith, Samantha Spink,  
Maddison Sturgess, Keightley Walsh.

Year 7 Award Recipients

Academic Excellence
Abigail Marta

Subject Excellence
Chinese ............................................................. Ethan Blaser
Dance ............................................................... Maddison Sturgess
Drama ............................................................... Keightley Walsh
English .............................................................. Evangeline Goodfellow
Health and Physical Education ........................ Abigail Marta
Humanities ....................................................... Tiffang Fong
Mathematics .................................................... Harrison Lihan
Media Studies ................................................... Alexander Smith
Music ................................................................ Samantha Seager
Science ............................................................. Tiffany Fong
Technologies .................................................... William Gol
Visual Art .......................................................... Sarah Gibb
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Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2021 (continued)

Year 6 Award Recipients

Lyncia Bahrett, Tristan Bartholomew, Taylor Burrowes, Jvern Chang, Gabriella Charlton, Charlotte Craig, Matilda Dixon,  
Leticia Evans, Liam Flack, Harper Guy, Derek Hao, Armani Hunter, William Jones, Sophie Kellermann, Sophie Koina,  
Cooper Kreis, Hayden Lano, Lewis Leary, Zoe Lee, Ethan Lee, Curtis Lee See, Isabella Lukowski, Freya McCreath,  
Colby McFaul, Casey McGill, Jordan McGrath, Matilda Miller, Jenna Morgan, Ruby Murfield, Aryan Nayak, Harrison Nye,  
Molly O’Donovan, Karyss Parker, Vesper Perrett Downs, Spencer Peters, Sarah Pountney, Chloe Purcell, Gemma Ramsay, 
Samantha Rantall, Emily Richards, Ria Sehgal, Isla Sims, Keshav Siraparapu, Jake Spurrell, Madeleine Strader, Noah Telford, 
Genevieve Trouchet, Natascha Tsao, Bahli Verhey, Eli Wenman, Nicholas Whitmore, Natalie Wong, Ruby Woods,   
Wangyueqi Wu, Isobel Young, Farin Zarei.

Year 5 Award Recipients

Arkin Amin-Patel, Rachel Baladi, Charlotte Barnes, Vince Bell, Arvyn Bhasin, Harserut Bhullar, Camilla Blacklow, Kohan 
Chainey, Cooper Croft, Thomas Davies, Brianna Dunford, Isabelle Edwards, Poppy Farris, Maisie Gooch, Clara Goodfellow, 
Leo Green, Jasmine Greensill, Lachlan Harriden, Leia Harries, Elissa Herman, Anabella Hill, Grace Hill, Larissa Hines,  
Jaye Hinton, Faden Ho, Wenbin Hu, Charlie Jeavons, Yi Jiang, Sara Jing, Ajaiveer Jolly, Mehar Kaur, Joshua Kemp,  
Phoebe Kenny, Xander Krumrey, Liesel Loewenich, Aiden Loveday, Mila Mabb, Lila MacDonald, Emily Mackay,   
Phoebe Mainwaring, Oliver Marta, Halle McLachlan, Stella Minton, Joshua Moon, Jemma Neill, Keira O’Loughlin,   
Samuel Olsen, Aleisha Paddon, Charlee Preece, Sophia Roudenko, Isabel Saavedra McShane, Orlando Shamim, Isaiah Shu, 
Poppy Slater, Rodin Tehrani, Annalise Trouchet, Hannah Truscott, Ava Urquhart, Oliver Watmough, Phoenix Wegner,  
Sylvia Zhou. 

Young Alumnus of the Year Award

Bonnie Ross

After 12 years of education at Sheldon College, Bonnie completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts (major Dance Performance) 
graduating with distinction from QUT. At the young age of 21, Bonnie became the principal and owner of Radiance 
Dance Academy which she has transformed into an outstanding, highly professional dance academy delivering 
fun, imaginative and creative  classes for the next generation of dancers within a positive, respectful and inclusive 
environment. Bonnie’s vision combines excellence in technical tuition with an emphasis on developing confidence, self-
esteem, imagination and creativity within students.

Bonnie has created a children’s dance school where students can experience self-expression through dance in a safe 
environment. Bonnie is a gifted teacher who has been inspired by the love, laughter and learning philosophy of Sheldon 
College and the dedication of many Sheldon teachers to achieving excellence. Through skilful financial management, 
Bonnie has developed a flourishing business employing ten staff and offering first class dance tuition to the Brisbane 
community. A strong sense of community amongst parents has been nurtured under Bonnie’s stewardship which has 
proved invaluable during the challenging times of the current COVID-19 pandemic.

Bonnie embodies the values of Sheldon College within her career and has proved to be an innovator in the arts sector 
enriching the lives of many children and their families. Bonnie has shown strong leadership, rarely found in someone 
so young, to courageously and competently lead her staff through the most challenging circumstances. Bonnie has 
passionately supported her teachers to reach high standards of teaching through mentoring and encouraging ongoing 
learning.
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Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2021 
Arts Academy Awards

Gold Award
Sophie Moman

2d Multi-Media Artist Of The Year
Magnus Prain 

Actor Of The Year
Quinn Chambers & Joshua Thompson

Actress Of The Year
Sophie Moman

Asta Award For Excellence
Adrianna Barr

Best Emerging Artist Of The Year, Female
Shae Marshall for Musical Theatre

Best Emerging Artist Of The Year, Male
Cooper Jones for Acting

Bishop Legacy Award
Ambrus Major

Classical Instrumentalist Of The Year
David Chiu for Percussion

Contemporary Instrumentalist Of The Year
Dylan Pinti for Guitar

Dancer Of The Year
Natalia Hines

Director Of The Year
Timothy Vernon

Fashion Designer Of The Year
Mia Madsen

Female Vocalist Of The Year
Sophie Moman

Interdisciplinary Artist Of The Year
Clay Hitchcock

Male Vocalist Of The Year
Quinn Chambers

Middle College Cultural Award
Angela Seager

Senior College Cultural Award
Zephram Chambers

Technical Producer Of The Year
Taylah Ashcroft
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Gold Award – Female
Lara Walker 

Gold Award – Male
Anders McAlpine 

Primary Emerging Athlete
Arkin Amin-Patel 

Junior Secondary Emerging Athlete
Sovannary Seremet 

Pride Award
Jared Smith 

Team of the Year
Open Girls Basketball (CBSQ)
Danielle Bayes, Keeley Belford, Anna Binder, Rhea Hsueh, 
Abby Kubenk, Jasmin Lane, Tahlia McCloskey, Jada Nayef, 
Jasmine Nayef, Grace Needham, Jessica Peterson,  
Madison Pitman

GBC Male Australian Football Player of the Year
Quinn Chambers 

GBC Female Australian Football Player of the Year
Madison Pitman 

GBC Male Football Player of the Year
Daniel Renouf 

GBC Female Football Player of the Year
Sasha Lothian 

GBC Indoor Cricket Player of the Year
Lachlan Andrews 

GBC Netball Player of the Year
Danielle Macaulay 

GBC Male Touch Football Player of the Year
Jared Smith 

Primary Male Basketball Player of the Year
Lewis Leary 

Primary Female Basketball Player of the Year
Molly O’Donovan 

Secondary Male Basketball Player of the Year
Brodie Blaser 

Secondary Female Basketball Player of the Year
Danielle Bayes & Keeley Belford 

Primary Female Touch Player of the Year
Gabriella Charlton

Secondary Female Touch Player of the Year
Emily Witt

Male Volleyball Player of the Year
Jared Smith 

Female Volleyball Player of the Year
Zoe Bilton 

Primary Male Track & Field Athlete of the Year
Mason Ford 

Primary Female Track & Field Athlete of the Year
Jemma Neil 

Secondary Male Track Athlete of the Year
Riley Niven 

Secondary Female Track Athlete of the Year
Georgia Harris 

Secondary Male Field Athlete of the Year
Luke Stachowicz 

Secondary Female Field Athlete of the Year
Kalliyan Seremet 

Primary Male Swimmer of the Year
Hugo Langdon 

Primary Female Swimmer of the Year
Jemma Neill 

Secondary Male Swimmer of the Year
Anders McAlpine 

Secondary Female Swimmer of the Year
Darcie Young 

Primary Male Cross Country Athlete of the Year
Chad Rae 

Primary Female Cross Country Athlete of the Year
Bella-Rose Park 

Secondary Male Cross Country Athlete of the Year
Riley Niven 

Secondary Female Cross Country Athlete of the Year
Emily Witt 

Primary Tennis Player of the Year
Arkin Amin-Patel 

Secondary Male Tennis Player of the Year
Ben Russell  

Secondary Female Tennis Player of the Year
Lara Walker

Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2021 
Sports Awards
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43-77 Taylor Road, Sheldon  |  Ph: 3206 5555  |  sheldoncollege.com 
Educating children from 15 months of age through to Year 12.  
A world-class, non-denominational, co-educational College.

TRADITIONAL VALUES
PROGRESSIVE THINKING


