
 REPORT 2020

Love • Laughter • Learning



Vision

Traditional Values and Progressive Thinking 
for Quality Learning and Living.

Mission 

To provide a quality educational experience 
in an environment that encourages and 
enables our students to succeed in a 
constantly changing world.
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Welcome to the 2020 edition of our Celebration of  
Excellence Report.

I am delighted to be able to provide you with the 2020 
Celebration of Excellence Report which outlines a 
composite picture of the outstanding achievements of 
our beautiful students throughout the 2020 school year in 
the academic, sporting and cultural arenas of College life. 
Every year our students continue to amaze us with their 
incredible potential and innate desire to improve every 
aspect of their performance.

To commence with, I would like to acknowledge the 
remarkable achievements of our 2019 graduates. Once 
again our graduating seniors have done us extremely proud 
as a College. 27% of our cohort received an OP 1 – 5 and 
an outstanding 85% of the cohort achieved an OP 1 – 15. 
99% of our graduating seniors gained entry into their 
chosen tertiary course. This performance has once again 
placed Sheldon College in the top performing schools in 
the state of Queensland.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions this year, NAPLAN testing for 
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 was cancelled. However, our wonderful 
staff continued to provide a first-class educational 
experience for our students in every aspect of College 
life. Despite the unprecedented changes occurring in 
our way of life, staff maintained a common focus, high 

expectations, mutual respect between teachers and 
students, a personal learning program for each student, 
authentic performance assessments and in-depth learning, 
regardless of whether this was delivered on a digital 
platform or in the classroom context. Uppermost in our 
mind at all times was an intense focus on our College 
culture and organisational health. Our primary task 
was that of creating value for our students and building 
organisational capability. 

However, we have never lost sight of the fact our primary 
role is to provide a nurturing environment for our students 
that epitomises the 3L’s of teaching – Love, Laughter and 
Learning.

Please take the time to read our Celebration of Excellence 
Report and join with us in celebrating the remarkable 
achievements of our students. We are so fortunate to be 
called to this premier profession of ours. In what other 
profession do you get to touch the hearts, minds and souls 
of literally hundreds of students on a daily basis. How 
blessed are we!

Dr Lyn Bishop OAM

Founder and Principal - CEO

Principal’s Report
Dr Lyn Bishop OAM
BAHons (Psych); MEdAdmin; MEdStud; MBA; PhD(QLD); CMgr FIML; MAPsS, MACE, FACEL, FAIM, JP(QUAL), 
AIM Professional Manager of the Year 1999, Queensland and Australian Entrepreneur of the Year 2002 (Social, 
Community, Not For Profit Organisation), QUT Outstanding Alumni Award for Faculty of Education 2013
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Excellence is never accidental; it is the result of high 
intention, sincere effort, intelligent direction, skilful 
execution and a willingness to see obstacles as 
opportunities. Excellence is a state of mind, a passion, a 
motivation and a habit.  Excellence is about doing ordinary 
things extraordinarily well.

2020 has been a year like no other in our lives at Sheldon 
College. Although punctuated with extraordinary 
challenges, obstacles and perhaps disappointment, 2020 
has also illuminated examples of extraordinary excellence 
in many areas.

Students’ personal commitment to excellence motivated 
them to attend school by video conference every day 
during second term. To complete assignments, to study 
and to undertake assessments with all their effort. Our 
students pressed on and stayed the course even without 
the support and motivation that comes with face-to-face 
engagement with teachers and friends and without the 
excitement of extracurricular activities. 

Excellence has been evident in the personal and 
professional commitment of teachers and staff who 
went above and beyond in everything that they did and 
continue to do. It was a monumental achievement that 
under extraordinary circumstances, teachers and staff 
prepared and delivered not only highly functioning remote 
learning pathways but also provided a comprehensive suite 
of online classes, pastoral care and all manner of other 
support to Sheldon College families.

It was a clear demonstration of excellence that our 
grounds, maintenance, cleaning, corporate, executive and 
leadership staff adapted to changing circumstances on a 
daily, sometimes hourly basis, to ensure that the structural 
and organisational backbone of the College was always 
able to support its ultimate teaching and pastoral care 
objectives.

Excellence is not just about having special talents. It is 
about what is done with them and how they are honed to 
their finest and keenest edge. Excellence is about working 
smartly, wisely and very hard. Excellence is about pushing 
relentlessly toward goals and not being deterred by the 
disappointment of setback. Striving for excellence charts a 
course to its achievement. Striving for excellence is about 
being brave enough to make mistakes and when you do, to 
welcome the gift of wisdom. 

The Celebration of Excellence marks extraordinary 
achievements across many aspects of life at Sheldon 
College. They are very rightly a matter of great excitement 
and pride for the whole College community.  The Sheldon 
College and Foundation Boards of Directors aspire to every 
student achieving excellence in one or more of the many 
opportunities in academia, music, sport, the arts or in 
contribution to the community available to them at Sheldon 
College.  

We are guided by our vision for the College as a learning 
community where every student can achieve and 
experience the “Extraordinary”, where aspiration and 
traditional values of respect and service combine with 
progressive thinking to define the way we work and the 
outcomes that are achieved.

Our students witness the exemplary and inspiring 
examples set by Dr. Bishop and the staff of Sheldon 
College on a daily basis where Love, Laughter and Learning 
establishes foundations from which inspiration and 
ambition flourish.

In conclusion may I wish all students new, more exciting 
and even greater success in fourth term and beyond.

Chris Wigan

Chairperson

Mr Chris Wigan
Chairperson

Sheldon College Chairperson’s Report
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At Sheldon College we understand the importance of 
providing high quality, innovative and engaging learning 
experiences for all our students – and the programs on 
offer in the Early Years, is where it all begins. Providing 
our children with an exceptional program in the beginning 
stages of their education, ensures that they are given a 
strong platform for their future learning. Teachers from the 
Early Years believe in instilling a strong sense of self by 
encouraging all students to participate as members of the 
wider community, built on the principles and core values 
of Sheldon College. The rich and diverse curriculum on 
offer enables all the educators to cater for the individual 
needs of their students, thus enabling them to attain the 
necessary knowledge, skills and attitudes to become active 
and life-long learners.

Wonderland

Currently rated as Exceeding 
the National Quality Standards 
in 7 out of 7 Areas
Wonderland is a fully accredited long day care centre that 
delivers an interactive play-based program for children 
aged from 15 months to 5 years. Each member of staff 
engages in all aspects of the children’s learning and 
development by encouraging the children to explore and 
investigate, based on their interests and needs. These ‘in 
the moment’ teachable components of our program are 
critical in ensuring that the children become confident 
and capable learners. Our family friendly approach and 
individualised programs, make it an obvious choice for 
parents who are seeking quality childcare.

Kindergarten

Currently rated as Exceeding 
the National Quality Standards 
in 7 out of 7 Areas
Our Kindergarten program provides inquiry-based 
experiences thereby allowing students to be the drivers of 
their education. Educators provide endless opportunities 
for active and creative engagement, whilst encouraging 
the children to make connections between their culture, 
community and the world.

Preparatory
Our Preparatory year has had a significant focus on 
developing innovative and engaging programs through the 
integration of an interdisciplinary curriculum consisting 
of the Arts, Science, Mathematics and Engineering. With 
the influence of technology becoming more prevalent, 
our Preparatory children have engaged in a number of 
integrated projects aimed at developing their scientific, 
mathematical and ICT skills. These projects have 
encouraged the children to think creatively and apply 
logic and reasoning concepts to evaluate their learning. 
Our focus on developing connections within the College 
community has reinforced the value of creating supportive, 
nurturing and creative environments that reflect the 
dynamic learning experiences on offer. Our Prep programs 
encourage children to take educational risks! We are 
confident that our Preparatory children will emerge this 
year as excited, engaged and active learners ready for the 
challenges of Year One!

Mrs Michelle Lurhmann
Director of Early Learning

Early Learning Centre Report
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Special Events: These events aim to celebrate the 
children’s learning, achievements and participation in 
our Early Years programs. This year the children have 
participated in a number of events including dress up days, 
Sports Day, Easter Hat Parades, Circus Performances, Sea 
Life Incursion just to name a few. These special events 
are always thoroughly enjoyed by the children and aim to 
enhance the learning that occurs inside the classroom.

Quality education: All the Early Learning programs 
delivered ensure that all children experience quality 
teaching and learning delivered by fully qualified staff. 
The programs have a specific emphasis on inquiry-based 
learning and recognise the importance of preparing 
children for the next step in their educational journey.

Parent Partnerships: Each teacher recognises the 
importance of developing and maintaining relationships 
with our parent community. Parents provide their time, 
expertise and skills to enhance the learning that takes 
place in the classroom. There are many avenues for 
communication including parent evenings, an open-
door policy, parent teacher conferences, parent roster, 
parent notice boards, parent information programs and 
newsletters.

Links with the College Community: As members of 
our Early Learning family the children are fully immersed 
in the wider College community. Students actively 
participated in the K-2 Sports Day, borrowed books from 
the Junior Resource Centre and enjoyed interacting with 
their peers whilst celebrating the Day of Excellence. 

Technology: Engaging children appropriately with the 
use of technology is a primary objective in the Early Years. 
Meaningful and engaging learning activities are embedded 
within our program. Collaboration with the specialist 
technology teachers has allowed the children to have 
access to programs that encourage creative thinking and 
endless possibilities to represent their ideas. 

Reporting: In addition to our daily interactions with 
parents, we provide two formal parent teacher interviews 
and a formal written report at the end of the year. In 
conjunction with these, there are face to face meetings, 
where teachers discuss student progress as completed in 
their digital portfolios.

Facilities and resources: Children access all the 
College’s facilities. Classrooms are open, bright and 
inviting and showcase student learning. They all have 
access to kitchens and art preparation areas.

Staff: Each classroom has a highly qualified Early 
Childhood Teacher with a full time Teacher Aide. Each 
Teacher carefully crafts lessons that lay the foundations 
for a love of learning. The teaching teams within the 
Early Learning program engage in creative innovative 
teaching practices, and reflect on professional knowledge 
and understandings to create loving and nurturing 
environments for all children.

Specialists: The Kindergarten students eagerly await 
their weekly Physical Education and Music lessons. 
The Preparatory children engage in specialist lessons 
consisting of two Music, one Drama, three Physical 
Education and one library lesson. Each week these 
students engage in lessons that are directly taught and 
specifically designed by these specialist teachers.

Professional Development: All the staff in Early 
Learning have participated in a variety of Professional 
Development sessions which have ensured they are being 
kept well abreast of all new initiatives and trends in the 
area of Early Childhood Education. These experiences have 
challenged staff to think about their pedagogy to ensure 
they are delivering ‘cutting edge’ programs.

2020 Highlights
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In 2020, the Primary years continued to build upon its 
strong curricular and co-curricular foundations with 
students achieving outstanding results in all subject 
areas. This is a direct result of our teachers embedding an 
Explicit Improvement Agenda which prioritised the areas of 
Curriculum, Performance and Relationships. 

This year in 2020 our Academic Staff continued to work 
on planning, delivering and assessing a curriculum which 
is significant, relevant and challenging. Knowledge and 
skills from the Australian Curriculum were authentically 
integrated into units of inquiry and achievement and 
were reported on in both Semester 1 and 2. The Head of 
Curriculum and Year Level Leaders are the key drivers in 
developing and implementing the Year 1 – 6 Curriculum. 
The Curriculum Leadership team comprises of:

• Mrs. Sarah Singleton (Head of Curriculum)

• Miss. Kaitlin Emerson (Year 1)                                                                                    

• Ms. Julianne Herhold (Year 2) 

• Miss. Beth Cooper (Year 3)

• Mrs. Tina Kelly (Year 4)

• Mr. Anthony Sharp (Year 5)

• Mr. Michael Farrell (Year 6)

This year staff have worked towards making learning 
visible for students. Units of work were framed, thereby 
enabling students to make links to real world relevance 
and participate in cognitively demanding conversations, 
creating academic controversy. Learning intentions flowed 
from these conversations and answered the question 
‘Why are we learning this?’ which were purposefully 
unpacked. A co-construction of success criteria was 
then developed to paint an accurate picture of what the 
students were expected to learn. Learning Walls were 
established in each classroom as a concrete, visual 
documentation of pedagogy which is accessible to them 
throughout their lessons. These provide students with 
opportunities to articulate how they are doing and enable 
them to identify what they understand, are starting to 

understand, or where they may be unsure. This process 
requires a classroom environment whereby students feel 
safe and are encouraged to take risks. Students were also 
introduced to visual scaffolds of expected practices which 
allow students to improve their work by comparing it to 
exemplars and by following explicit next steps to achieve it. 

In 2020, technology has empowered our students by 
giving them ownership of how they learn, thereby making 
education relevant. Our staff have been able to create 
blended learning environments and leverage digital tools 
for formative and summative assessments. This brings 
new models for learning and teaching to classrooms and 
ensures a transformative and sustainable impact on the 
success of all students. With 1:1 devices and access to 
resources beyond classroom walls such as Green Screens 
and Audio Recording Studios, a university style theatre and 
a wide array of Virtual Reality, Robotics and Design tools, 
students have been inspired to become problem solvers, 
critical thinkers, collaborators and creators. 

We value each student having the time after school to 
connect with their family, play, participate in leisure and 
socialization activities, connect with the local community 
and appreciate their Home Learning (not home ‘work’) 
as a productive part of their development. After great 
consideration, this year we decided to emphasize the value 
of ‘learning’ being completed at home, recognising that the 
right kind of tasks can offer significant learning benefits 
to students. Thus, we rebranded Homework to Home 
Learning and introduced the PACE Principles - Purposeful, 
Application, Consolidation and Enhancement. The Home 
Learning expectations combine purposeful tasks such as 
reading and creative investigative tasks enable students to 
apply, consolidate and enhance their classroom learning in 
conjunction with their social and emotional well-being. 

Whilst 2020 has been a year of unforeseeable challenges 
our staff and students have shown unwavering resilience, 
demonstrating when faced with adversity we can still 
Achieve the Extraordinary.

Mrs Susan Brook
Director of Academics Primary

Years 1 - 6 Academic Report
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Remote Learning
This year, staff have remained cognizant of their purpose, 
despite the rapid educational changes experienced. 
They all successfully transitioned to a thriving Learning 
at Home model which was a direct result of their 
experience working in a 21st century teaching and 
learning environment prior to that. Whether students were 
accessing Learning remotely or on campus, they were 
able to do so with confidence and ease. During this time, 
staff provided exemplary Learning at Home materials for 
students including weekly teaching and learning overviews, 
access to online subscriptions, detailed submission 
checklists, take home learning material packs, printable 
resources and instructional videos. Throughout the home 
learning period, Academic Staff created 1985 pages of 
teaching and learning content, developed 765 printable 
resources and filmed 698 teaching videos. They prioritised 
consistently engaging with students and families through 
phone calls, daily lessons, check-ins, Parent Q&A sessions, 
online chats, emails and regular updates, thus ensuring our 
community felt connected and supported.

LIT Centre
2020 has seen an explicit focus on improving Literacy 
outcomes for all students. The LIT Centre officially 
opened in February and supports more than 60 students 
each day through the execution of both the MiniLIT 
and MacqLIT programs. MiniLit is an evidence-based  
literacy program for Years 1 - 4 students. It is a practical, 
systematic, and explicit model for teaching reading skills 
to students still working on mastering the strategies they 
need to be successful. MacqLit is a systematic reading 
intervention program for Years 3 - 6 readers. It provides 
a comprehensive sequence of lessons that includes 
all the key components necessary for effective reading 
instruction: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary and reading comprehension.

Classroom Environment
One of the first areas to make a noticeable impact on 
student success is the physical environment of the 

classroom. This can pertain to a variety of details including 
structure, resources and colour, all of which play a role 
in determining whether the classroom will be conducive 
to learning. Each may not have a large effect individually, 
however together they can work to strengthen a student’s 
ability to learn. 2020 saw the repurposing of several spaces 
within the College to make way for innovative, break out 
rooms where students have opportunities to collaborate 
and problem solve in a peer learning model. These social 
and engaging experiences have resulted in deeper learning 
through the development of higher-order thinking, oral 
communication, self-management and leadership skills. 

Metacognition Lessons
Strategies that target metacognition – the ability to think 
about thinking – can close the gap with students being 
familiar with a topic and understanding it deeply. Students 
have benefited from the expertise of the College’s Head of 
Memory and Cognition, Mr. Russell Bauer, who, working 
alongside staff in Years 2-5, has supported students to 
investigate new and existing pathways in memory and 
cognition and to manage their own learning through 
word association, board games, puppetry, movement and 
songs. Russell has been able to teach new concepts and 
encourage long term memory retention.

College Culture
This year Students have still had opportunities to 
consolidate their learning through incursions and 
excursions, but without the College community present. 
They have participated in weekly Assemblies showcasing 
their amazing talents. They have demonstrated teamwork 
and competitive spirit. They have celebrated key 
milestones, acknowledging their commitment to their 
academic pursuits, and they have recorded musical 
performances which our families have accessed remotely. 
In a time that has challenged the globe, our College 
Culture has shone brightly. Despite having to find a new 
normal in an uncertain and evolving climate, our students 
have continued to thrive in a safe, engaging and loving 
environment. 

2020 Highlights
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2020 was far from an ordinary year. With the extraordinary 
circumstances that confronted our world due to COVID-19, 
all sectors across the globe, including education, had to 
pivot in order to allow our next generation to continue 
on their learning journey. Sheldon College unequivocally 
withheld the pressure and potential to regress by providing 
a first-class Home-Learning Curriculum. Through a 
carefully managed Academic Continuity Plan, the priorities 
of continued student learning as well as providing 
appropriate support to our families, were critical.

Staff, Students and Parents contributed to provide a 
valuable and enriching experience through this year’s 
challenging time. Our students will forever be the 
beneficiaries of this united effort as the world continues 
to negotiate and accommodate the ongoing effects of the 
Pandemic.

Through adversity, however, comes great opportunity, and 
the College’s ICT Team should certainly not go unnoticed 
for their outstanding performance throughout this time. 
This unfortunate circumstance clearly highlighted both the 
incredible foresight and the amazing infrastructure that 
exists at Sheldon College, and in many respects ‘powers’ 
us forward. This team was able to provide a seamless and 
faultless platform for communication that in turn allowed 
our Staff, Students and Parents to never lose touch, both 
from a pastoral and academic point of view.

This year, Year 12 students made history by being the 
first cohort in Queensland to experience the new QCE 
system, which incorporated the use of External Subject-
Specific Exams and the provision of an Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Rank (ATAR) for University entry instead of an 
Overall Position (OP) as in previous years.

By mid-way through the year, Wicked the Musical and 
the Arts Academy Awards had been postponed, the New 
Zealand Snow Trip had been cancelled and many of the 
other incidental ‘extras’ had been removed from College-
life.  While the impact of these removed events had spread 
far greater than just the Year 12 cohort, it was widely 
apparent that this group had been affected the most 
with their final year of schooling ‘rites of passages’ being 
removed. 

These Year 12 students did an unbelievable job dealing 
with Home-Learning, and were in many respects, working 
blind towards what was a very uncertain year. Throughout 
this time, the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (QCAA) had not yet announced amendments to 
the Senior Work Program due, and therefore our students 
were persisting under the assumption of “nothing has 
changed”. As a College, we will be forever proud of the 
intrepid dedication that our Year 12 students showed 
towards their individual scholarship and work habits 
during 2020.

Mr Jarrod Pleass
Director of Academics Secondary, Years 7-12

Years 7 - 12 Academic Report
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Despite many key events that usually serve to highlight 
the outstanding academic achievements of our students 
being cancelled, Sheldon College still accomplished some 
incredible academic achievements. The following list is a 
condensed summary of our Academic Highlights for 2020:

• Delivery of the Certificate III in Aviation (Remote 
Pilot – Visual Line of Sight) on campus, in partnership 
with the Australian Unmanned Systems Academy. 20 
students in Year 10, Year 11, and Year 12 were given 
the opportunity to learn from industry leaders through 
enrolment in the Certificate program and will gain a 
deep understanding of drone technology and related 
career opportunities. On completion of the course, 
students received a Certificate III in Aviation (Remote 
Pilot – Visual Line of Sight), and a CASA Remote Pilot 
Licence (RePL).

• David Chiu, Noah Kim, and Will Hamilton achieved 
first place in the QAMT Year 7/8 Mathematics Quiz 
Regional Final. They will now progress through to the 
State finals.

• Sheldon College’s Maths X students continue to rank 
amongst the highest in Queensland. Luke Strader 
(Year 8) and David Chiu (Year 7) both placed Second 
in the 2020 UQ/QAMT Problem Solving Competition. 
These students were awarded cash prizes of $100 
each. 

• Year 11 students Lachlan Andrews, Kelli Oldfield, 
Lian Baker, Jared Smith, Jack Seccombe and 
Kaelan Durham have been selected as UQ 
Science Ambassadors. These students have been 
championing Science by developing and delivering 
events, holding National Science Week activities, and 
encouraging other Science students to share their 
experiences. The program challenges students to 
develop their leadership abilities and communication 
skills.

• Year 9 Business students participated in the BuySmart 
Competition as well as the ESSI Money Challenge 
with the focus on improving financial literacy. These 
competitions focused on the key topics of buying a 
first motor vehicle and increasing net wealth.

• Year 12 students, Ella Rhodes and Sigrid Mather, 
featured on a Professional Development Panel 
Discussion with teachers, ranging from Early 
Learning to Secondary, which focused on “Developing 
Assessment Capable Learners”.

• The Confucius Institute of Queensland (CIQ) rewarded 
Maddison Sturgess, Samantha Seager, Amy Morante, 
Summer Peupelmann, Conor McCreath, and Alexander 
Smith for their Home-Learning participation in their 
Chinese studies.  These students were fortunate 
enough to receive a cash prize for their great efforts 
and results.

• The English and Technology faculty worked together 
to provide Year 7 students with a cross-curricular 
opportunity in the Shining Light Project in Term 4, 
whereby students researched, designed and created 
solutions to energy poverty in the third world.

• Year 11 Diploma of Business students in collaboration 
with Year 10 Business Education students 
successfully planned and ran the annual Virtual 
Marketplace. This event not only allowed the Year 11 
students to apply the skills learned over their first year 
of study, but also allowed Year 10 students to pitch 
their digital business ideas to the College community. 

2020 Highlights
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Graduates 2019 – Highlights 

In 2019, the final year of the old Queensland Certificate of 
Education (QCE) and Overall Position (OP) systems, 88.5% 
of students at Sheldon College were OP eligible. 

We had 99% of our 2019 Year 12 students achieve a QCE, 6 
students achieved OP 1 or 2, 27.3% of the cohort received 
an OP 1–5, 85.7% of the cohort achieved an OP 1-15 and 
an outstanding 98.7% of the cohort who applied directly to 
QTAC received a tertiary offer.

Our Next Step: 2020 Post-School Destinations survey 
revealed that almost 90% of 2019 Sheldon College 
graduates were successfully engaged in education, training 
or employment in the year after they left school. The main 
destination chosen by these graduates (72.2%) was a 
university Bachelor degree. 

Senior Schooling

What makes Senior Schooling at Sheldon College 
outstanding?
We surveyed our parents and students throughout the year 
and they told us overwhelmingly that Sheldon College’s 
response to the unprecedented COVID-19 disaster 
had surpassed all expectations and that families were 
extremely grateful for the teachers who worked above 
and beyond to ensure our senior students were minimally 
impacted by the effects of the global pandemic during their 
most important final year – and the first year of the new 
QCE system, new ATAR system and new external exams 
at that! The College and our teachers’ collective response 
truly demonstrates the College’s unwavering commitment 
“to provide a quality educational experience in an 
environment that encourages and enables our students to 
succeed in a constantly changing world” (Sheldon College’s 
Mission Statement).

Parents and students also identified that the myriad of 
pathway opportunities and support programs that provides 
for the needs of each individual is an important element of 

the Sheldon College Senior Schooling program. We aim to 
prepare each student with a seamless transition from their 
schooling years on to the next stage of their life’s journey. 
We do this through many pathway opportunities and 
support programs in the classroom and the workplace. 

Whether it be the offer of University programs or links 
with Business, Industry, Registered Training Organisations 
and the community or the mentoring, coaching and Work 
Experience programs, Sheldon College students have every 
opportunity to experience ’Pathways to Success’.

Despite a very unusual and disrupted year due to 
COVID-19, Sheldon College Senior Students (Year 11 and 
Year 12) demonstrated their resilience and grit against 
the odds by continuing to apply high standards in work 
habits and individual scholarship to achieve overwhelming 
success in academia and their chosen pathways. 
Students are extremely well prepared for their upcoming 
External Assessments (EA) that will be the final item that 
contributes to their QCE and ATAR.

Ms Rella Taylor-Byrne
Director of Performance Analytics

Performance Analytics
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2020 Post-School Destinations

Sheldon College

 
 

This is a summary of the post-school destinations of students from Sheldon College who completed Year 12 
and gained a Senior Statement in 2019. The results are from the Year 12 Completers Survey, which is conducted 
approximately six months after students completed Year 12.

For more information about the survey visit the Next Step website www.qld.gov.au/nextstep.
Regional and statewide reports will be available from November 2020.

82.8% resonse rate
72 out of 87 Year 12 completers from this school responded to the 2020 survey.
Results may not be representative of all Year 12 completers at this school.

In 2020, 88.9% of Year 12 completers from Sheldon College were engaged in education, training or 
employment in the year after they completed school.

Of the 72 respondants, 76.4% continued in some recognised form of education and training. The most 
common study destination was bachelor degree.

A further 12.5% transitioned directly into paid employment and no further study.

Post-school destinations

Engagement over time Main Destination in 2020

i

All Year 12 completers were assigned to a main destination. Respondents who were both studying and working are 
reported as being in education or training, including apprentices and trainees.

2020
Bachelor Degree

VET Certificate

Apprenticeship

Traineeship

Full-time employment

Part-time employment

Seeking Work

NILFET

76.4

85.0

85.9

12.5

13.0

11.1
72.2

2.8

1.4

5.6

6.9

9.7

1.4

2019

% of Year 12 completers

% of Year 12 completers

Education or training
Employment
Not in Employment, education or training

2018

0

0
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40

40

60
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Performance Analytics (continued)

Unique programs offered in 2020 include: 
Unfortunately, COVID-19 restrictions put a hold on many 
programs being offered in the Senior School during 2020. 
However, some were able to go ahead in a modified 
capacity. 

Sheldon College’s Aviation and Space Academy offers a 
range of programs not seen anywhere else in Australia. 
Our students are provided with unique and innovative 
opportunities to gain credentials and experience real world 
applications in the Aviation and Space Design, Drone 
and Engineering arenas. This year, despite not being able 
to run the Certificate III in Aviation (Commercial Pilots 
License) aspect, 21 of our students participated in the 
Drone Certificate III in Aviation (Remote Pilot – Visual Line 
of Sight) delivered by the Australian Unmanned Systems 
Academy (AUSA). This course allows students to achieve a 
Certificate III along with their CASA license which qualifies 
them to be employed as a drone pilot in industry. In fact, 
many students were offered casual employment with 
the sister company (V-TOL Aerospace) upon successful 
completion of this course. 

Sheldon College’s unique partnership with Axiom College 
continues to create opportunities for Year 11 and 12 
students to develop industry standard skills in business 
through the completion of a Nationally Recognised 
Diploma in Business as part of their timetabled studies. 
This course also contributes to their QCE and ATAR at 
selected universities. 

Careers Programs run at critical junctures in a student’s 
educational journey (Years 8 and 10) to inform subject 
selection for the following year. Through these programs, 
students and their families are exposed to a wide array of 

information and advice to guide them in selecting the best 
combination of subjects and programs to best support the 
student’s chosen pathway to success. This year we were 
still able to hear from guest speakers from industry and 
tertiary organisations via a virtual platform. 

Sheldon College has always engaged in the SET Plan 
(Senior Education and Training Plan) process with Year 
10 students to guide subject selection for their senior 
schooling phase. However, in 2020, we further refined 
this process by holding individualised consultations with 
each student, their parents and a member of the Senior 
Schooling advisory team. This allowed a thorough and 
comprehensive discussion to take place to ensure that 
well-informed decisions were made from the outset and 
that students and parents were counselled on all relevant 
information pertaining to the individual needs of their 
student.  Feedback about this improved process has been 
overwhelmingly positive and effective as evidence by the 
reduction in subject changes. 

With the introduction of the new QCE system as well as 
the new ATAR system, it has become more important than 
ever to ensure students are on track for success to attain 
their QCE and achieve the best ATAR possible (where 
relevant). Therefore, the Director of Performance Analytics 
has developed systematic and collaborative tracking, 
intervention and performance management programs 
to ensure that all students will be successful at the end 
of their schooling journey for their chosen career path. 
A new process introduced in 2020 includes counselling 
Year 12 students on their ATAR Predictions (based on 
the expert advice provided by an external consultant) at 
various intervals throughout Year 12 post-assessment. 
This information is further analysed by the student in 
consultation with their Academic Mentors and subject 
teachers to identify areas for celebration and improvement.

Through our Links with University Programs we have been 
able to offer six of the ASTA Fashion and Film students the 
opportunity to enter the QUT Creative Industries RealWorld 
Studio Competition. This competition encourages high 
school students to work together on designing and 
producing a creative entry based on a theme chosen by 
QUT. This year the theme was Environment. The entry has 
been submitted, and judging has commenced. Winners will 
be announced in November 2020. Further to the entry to 
the competition we have been provided with Workshops 
for the ASTA Fashion students helping them to further their 
skills in many areas of the Fashion Industry. These skills 
will also help them with their portfolios when applying for 
Tertiary Education positions.
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Opportunities Presented to Students

Individualised Student Pathways to Success Links with Universities, Business and Industry

Academic and Pastoral Mentoring programs TAFE Brisbane and TAFE Queensland SkillsTech TAFE at 
Schools Program

Year 8 & 10 Careers Education programs & Subject 
Selection guidance Certificate Programs

Year 10 SETPlans Diploma Programs

QCE Tracking and Intervention School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships

Focus Program – including guest speakers Options afternoon

QCAA External Assessment Preparation Free tutorials

Opportunities normally presented to students, but were not in 2020 due to COVID-19:

Guest Speakers – Tertiary Education Centres, Brisbane Work Experience (only a small number of students in Year 
11 and Year 12 were able to participate)

Griffith University – “After the Siren” Sports Excellence 
Program (for elite and developing athletes)

Year 12 Futures Breakfast - Pathways and Alumni advice 
for life after Sheldon College

Senior School Pathways
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Performance Analytics (continued)

Registered Training Organisations (RTOs)
To provide extra-curricular opportunities for students in Year 11 and Year 12, Senior Schooling has created partnerships 
with Registered Training Organisations in a variety of fields. These partnerships allow the students to gain practical  
hands-on experience, valuable employability skills, credit towards future studies, gain additional qualifications for their 
Queensland Certificate of Education and in some cases gain entry into tertiary study Post Year 12. 

Registered Training Organisation Program Participants

TAFE Queensland (SkillsTech)

Year 10 Trade Taster Program Year 10 Students

TAFE at Schools Program Year 11 and 12 Students

School Based Apprenticeships Year 11 Students

TAFE Brisbane TAFE at Schools Program Year 11 and 12 Students

Sejumi Institute of Further Education School Based Traineeships Year 12 Students

Axiom College
School Based Traineeships Year 11 and 12 Students

Diploma of Business Year 11 and 12 Students

Australian Unmanned Systems 
Academy

Certificate III in Aviation (Remote Pilot 
– Visual Line of Sight) Year 10, Year 11 and Year 12 Students

Australian Child Care Career Options School Based Traineeships Year 11 Students

Ace Tennis Academy School Based Traineeships Year 11 Students

FIT College School Based Traineeships Year 11 Students

Work Skills School Based Traineeships Year 11 Students

Mater Education School Based Traineeships Year 11 Students
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Links with Business and other Organisations
Links with business, industry and government helps 
raise the College profile and provide opportunities for 
our students and forums to showcase outstanding 
achievements. Our alliances for 2020 include Redland 
Chamber of Commerce, Options Career, The Department 
of Employment, Small Business and Training, Vacenti Age 
Care Service, Saltash Homes, Snap Fitness, Tooth Fairy 
and Co, Eastcorp Plumbing and Energyair.

Excellence 
In 2020, 44 Year 11 and 12 students have been 
acknowledged for their outstanding effort. Of the 44, 20 
were acknowledged for achieving 100% in at least one 
subject during Semester 1, 2020. These students are 
congratulated on their results as the standard of work 
required to achieve excellent results in Year 11 and 12 is 
very high.

Focus Program 

The Focus Program was developed to provide a student 
centred, comprehensive program that enables students 
to achieve their potential in terms of the College Goals for 
Students and Student Exit Outcomes. Students acquire 
personal skills, problem solving skills, communication 
skills and application skills through Workshops, Guest 
Speakers and visits throughout the year. The Focus 
Program also provided an extensive Internal and External 
Assessment preparation program including masterclasses 
in essay writing, multiple choice and short response 
question exam strategies, reducing exam anxiety and Mock 
Exams. Year 11 and 12 students have two Focus lessons 
each week.

School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships 
(SATs) 
Students in Years 11 and 12 who choose to engage in a 
School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship are able to 
gain a Nationally Recognised Qualification as well as an 
ATAR whilst in paid part-time employment.

32 of our 2020 Year 11 and 12 students have participated 
in a School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship. Of these 
32, Sheldon College employs 26, in six different industry 
areas.

 
 

Industry Area No. of Students

Business Administration 5

Carpentry 1

Dental 1

Early Childhood Education 9

Electrotechnology 1

Fitness 1

Health 1

Hospitality 3

Information Technology 1

Media 7

Plumbing 1

Sports Coaching 1

Total Number: 32

Work Education 
Unfortunately, another casualty of COVID-19 was the 
2020 Work Experience program. In 2019, 104 Year 11 
students engaged in Work Experience which incorporated 
a comprehensive induction program and the establishment 
of links with business and industry in accordance with 
current legislation. We hope to reignite this program in 
2021.

Sheldon College Senior Schooling aims to facilitate quality 
education programs and enhance partnerships with 
tertiary and other training organisations, business, industry 
and the community in order to provide our Senior students 
with Pathways to Success. We enjoy sharing these 
successes with you.
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Performance Analytics (continued)

Literacy And Numeracy 
(NAPLAN & PAT) 
The National Assessment Program for Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 did not 
proceed in schools during 2020 due to COVID-19. However, 
Sheldon College maintains a strong commitment to 
developing core skills in literacy and numeracy within our 
student body regardless of external assessment programs, 
rather, as part of our Student Exit Outcomes priority which 
aims to equip our students to live and work successfully 
in the 21st Century. In the past, this approach has always 
resulted in outstanding results in NAPLAN, therefore, I have 
no doubt that the students of Sheldon College continued 
to climb at the same rate as every other year. In 2020, 
students continued to participate in targeted literacy 
and numeracy development and extension programs 
informed by a myriad of data sets for regular feedback 
and triangulation by their teachers. The introduction of the 
MiniLIT and MacqLIT intensive intervention programs in 
the Junior and Middle Colleges also helped to boost the 
literacy skills for our more challenged students which will 
enable them to more easily access the curriculum and 
therefore perform at their very best. 

In the absence of NAPLAN reportable data to demonstrate 
our students’ progress in literacy and numeracy skills, I 
would like to share some highlights of our Progressive 
Achievement Test (PAT) assessment results which are 
collected in 12-monthly intervals. ACER’s PAT assessments 
provide objective, norm-referenced information about 
students’ skills and understandings in a range of key areas 
(Literacy – PAT Reading & PAT Spelling; Numeracy – PAT 
Maths). 

Year 1: In their first year of official schooling, and despite 
the major interruptions to their learning from COVID-19, our 
Year 1 students still managed to perform above National 
norms for Reading and Maths, including zero students 
performing below the National average. 

Year 2: The gains were even more pronounced in our Year 
2 cohort after exposure to an additional year of schooling 
at Sheldon College. 80% of students performed above the 
National average in Reading and their median performance 
in Maths was higher than 75% of their peers from around 
the Nation.

Year 3: Students are assessed on their spelling skills also 
in Year 3. Most students performed better than 70% of the 
Nation and zero students performed below average. This is 
a phenomenal achievement. 

Year 4: This cohort has significantly exceeded National 
averages and maximum scores for four years in a row. 

Year 5: This cohort has demonstrated greater than one 
year’s progress every year since Year 1.

Year 6: Students in this cohort initially started out (back 
in Years 1-3) at wide range of ability levels in Literacy and 
Numeracy. Now, there is no tail end data. ALL students 
operate above the National average standard and the 
highest performers perform higher than the highest 
performers in the Nation.

Year 7: Despite a significant dip in the National norms 
of this age group (perhaps due to the disruptive impact 
of moving from Primary to Secondary school for some 
students), Sheldon College students demonstrated 
unwavering performance standards above the mean. 

Year 8: The numeracy skills of this cohort are phenomenal. 
Some students in the upper bands performed better than 
the 95th percentiles of Years 8, 9 and 10 collectively based 
on a sample of 100,000+ students across the Nation.

Year 9: 95% of this cohort perform at or above average 
despite a statistically significant increase in test difficulty 
to align with the increase in complexity of the aligned 
Australian Curriculum. 

Year 10: This figure increases to 99% in Year 10 with an 
impressive range of students that largely perform above 
the National standard.
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Celebration of Excellence is a special time in the College 
calendar providing an opportunity to acknowledge and 
reward those students who attain academic success 
and showcase their talents within a public forum. It also 
provides a platform for the College Directors to reflect 
upon the year to date and take the time to recognise 
significant others who work diligently behind the scenes 
to support the College’s mission and vision and ensure we 
continue to grow and flourish as an organisation. I am, of 
course, speaking of our wonderful Corporate Staff whose 
skills and talents support our academic team in delivering 
a quality educational program.

While holding the position of Director of College Operations 
I am blessed to work with outstanding individuals who 
collectively continue to improve and produce outcomes 
that illuminate the College name. A successful school 
requires a strong leader with a team of supporters who 
align with the vision and work as professional, reflective 
practitioners. Parents and students interact constantly 
with our academic staff (who in their own right are simply 
outstanding) however this specific report is designed 
to acknowledge those who provide assistance to our 
teachers; our Corporate Staff. 

Please allow me to introduce you to some of our Corporate 
staff members who continually support me in achieving 
operational success within the organisation.

College Operations Office: Mrs Gayle McKay.

Mrs McKay has been working in the College Operations 
office since the school’s inception in 1997. Her day 
commences at 5:45am when she arrives on campus to 
receive calls from staff informing her of their impending 
absence.  Mrs McKay will then use a complex software 
program known as ‘Timetabler’ to secure supervising 
teachers for each class belonging to the absent teacher. 
By 7:30am staff are advised of any issued supervisions 
and receive detailed lesson plans to implement when 
covering classes. Mrs McKay also administers all ‘staff 
leave’ documentation and liaises with the Director of 
Human Resources to ensure leave quotas are successfully 
balanced.

Reprographics: Mrs Andree Wigan.

Mrs Andree Wigan has been in this position for the past 
three years and continues to ably support all staff with 
their printing requests. From Junior College signs to 
enhance their rooms to hundreds of copies of senior 
exams nothing is too cumbersome for this valued staff 
member. Mrs Wigan has made this position her own with 
adding new initiatives and she is a strong communicator 
with all stakeholders.

Student Services (Front desk): Mrs Vicki McGregor, Ms 
Hollie Reynolds and Mrs Julie Pryde.

These ladies are consummate professionals who 
demonstrate great knowledge of all areas across the 
College and assist students, parents and staff daily with 
information relating to a variety of scenarios. As a member 
of the Student Services team they must be across all 
aspects of College life including academic, sporting and 
cultural domains. Always greeting guests with a warm 
smile, they embody all that is Sheldon College.

Grounds and Maintenance: Mr Brad Biddle (Property 
Manager) and Mr Richard Peach (Grounds Manager).

This team of multi-skilled gentlemen cover a myriad 
of tasks including carpentry, electrical, painting, tiling, 
plaster boarding, plumbing and landscaping. As full-
time employees of the College they display a true 
sense of ownership and commitment to their craft, 
always producing an outcome that is way beyond 
our expectations. During the early years, before the 
compilation of this team, many of the tasks were 
outsourced and resulted in over-priced projects that 
were poorly executed. Today, if an external contractor is 
required, the team will oversee the job to ensure quality 
control during all aspects of the contract.

My sincere thanks to these gentlemen, together with the 
amazing Mrs Katie Seymour (Administration Support), 
who continue to produce outstanding results and save the 
College thousands of dollars each year.  
 

Mr John Lord
Director of Operations

College Operations Report
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Cleaning Staff: Mrs Sharon Oliphant (Team Manager) and 
Mrs Renee Stain (Night Manager).

Ably lead by Sharon Oliphant for the past fifteen years, this 
team of cleaners work a daily split shift commencing at 
5:00am and working for 3 hours then returning at 3:30pm 
and working through until 8:00pm. With the introduction 
of COVID we have added to their schedule by having three 
additional cleaners return to the campus at 12:30pm 
and complete a sanitation program by performing an 
additional clean to all ‘touch points’ across the College. I 
never worked with a more dedicated team of cleaners who 
demonstrate pride in their work and a love for the College 
and its staff.

It is these quiet achievers who act as the backbone of 
the organisation and diligently work behind the scenes 
to ensure students, staff and parents receive all the 
necessary assistance in order to achieve their daily goals. 

Principals, Directors and Teachers are always in the 
spotlight, but few accolades are delivered to those who 
assist in making these individuals successful. Throughout 
the year my role affords me many opportunities to work 
with most of our Corporate Staff. Each experience is both 
positive and rewarding and adds to the uniqueness that is 
Sheldon College.

It is timely that we pay tribute to all Corporate Staff 
members of Sheldon College and publicly acknowledge 
the work they perform to ensure the organisation operates 
seamlessly.

Please join me in celebrating these people and take the 
time to say, “Thank You,” the next time you walk past one of 
our delightful ‘Corpies’.

Best wishes for the New Year and thank you for continuing 
to entrust your most prized possessions to our care.
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The role of the Student Services Office is to support the 
individual growth and development of each student as 
they prepare to take their place in our highly dynamic 
and complex society.   As a College we believe that all 
children need to develop the necessary skills so they 
can successfully function within the wider community, 
as they anticipate life beyond the schooling years. We 
aim to assist children on their journey as they develop 
into well balanced, healthy individuals who can function 
effectively as informed, active and engaged members of 
the community within which they live. 

The Student Services office at the College supports 
students, parents and staff as we implement a dynamic 
and responsive pastoral care approach that promotes 
positive wellbeing for all students from Kindergarten to 
Year 12. Our staff, along with the Heads of Year work 
to promote the College’s high standards in Dress and 
Appearance, Conduct and Individual Scholarship and 
Work Habits. All students across the 3 sub Colleges 
are encouraged to take pride in themselves and their 
individual achievements. We promote a philosophy of 
traditional values as we teach all students the need for 
good manners, respect for others and themselves, whilst 
accepting responsibility for their actions and decisions at 
all times.

Student Support
Student Services supports the physical, social and 
emotional development of all students. This was achieved 
in 2020 in the following ways: 

• Regularly meeting with individual students and groups 
of students to review their academic and social 
progress. 

• Meeting with parents to discuss students’ social and 
emotional development and providing strategies to 
enhance the development of their positive social skills. 

• Providing support and guidance in relation to positive 
behavioural management of students as they develop 
and grow into respectful individuals. 

• Assisting students and families in need of support. 

• Monitoring student attendance data and student 
movement during the College day. 

• Development and implementation of an effective 
pastoral care program for all students across the 
College. 

• Review and implementation of the Education 
Adjustment Programs for all students with differing 
needs.

Mrs Lisa Slender
Director of Student Services

Student Services Report
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Parent Support
Sheldon College values the opportunity to work in 
partnership with the parents and families of the College 
community. We believe that if the College can work 
in conjunction with the home, we can work far more 
effectively to achieve the best possible educational 
outcomes for all students. 

Staff Support 

Support for staff in 2020 has included: assisting staff to 
establish and maintain effective routines and management 
of students, whilst implementing a positive pastoral care 
program that supports the goals of individual students 
across the College. 

Curriculum Support 
Student Services supports the delivery of curriculum 
through the development and implementation of a dynamic 
and responsive Pastoral Care program. 

Pastoral Care at Sheldon College ensures our students 
are provided with opportunities to develop their skills 
in areas such as time management and organisation, 
conflict resolution, positive friendship making, effective 
communication, cyber safe practices, relationship 
education and leadership.

The College camping program this year has continued to 
support the values of the College Pastoral Care program 
as students were given the opportunity to participate in 
a range of outdoor and environmental activities whilst 
building positive staff and peer relations. Our students 
again enjoyed these outdoor experiences and the 
camping program continues to provide all students with 
the opportunity to develop their independent living skills 
in a supportive and engaging environment. Our Year 10 
students were also able to achieve credit towards their 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award throughout the 2020 
College Year. 
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“Strength through adversity”

With COVID-19, came a great challenge to our College 
community this year, as it did to the world. However, 
as with any crisis, it created the opportunity for us all 
to dig deep into our collective skillsets to rise to levels 
of confidence, strength, agility and resilience that we 
otherwise did not think we possessed. The interchange 
of communication between all stakeholders was 
characterized by clarity, reassurance and the opportunity to 
make meaning.

The initial communication
When COVID-19 first emerged, media analysts reviewed the 
national addresses of countries whose citizens reported 
high levels of stability and confidence and they found 
these communications to have those very three factors 
in common: clarity, reassurance and the opportunity to 
make meaning. This was mirrored by the communication 
from our leadership teams at the College and the levels 
of gratitude and appreciation this engendered when fed 
back to those teams allowed them to feel the same way. 
This collective communication strengthened the personal 
bonds that exist between us, allowing the invisible strings 
to tighten and make the fabric of our culture more durable.

What we gained from this
We gained insights into our cultural behaviours – constants 
that served us well and societal trends that needed to be 
tweaked to improve our experience. What elements of 
the Sheldon culture served us well? Our high standards in 
behaviour, work habits and dress and appearance became 
stabilising influences as many elements of the students’ 
world became uncertain. What did we discover we needed 
to tweak? We learned that we need to slow down a little, 
be more reflective, enjoy the moments more and allow 
each other more expressive opportunities. Teachers really 
honed the essence of their lessons allowing time for these 
reflective behaviours to enhance learning and not detract 
from it. The reintroduction of Assemblies paralleled this 
nice balance between traditional values and progressive 
thinking.

What we embedded into our daily practices
As with the curricular and co-curricular elements of the 
College, the Community Engagement portfolio had to 
adjust to the emerging needs of students and families. So, 
with the specific target of developing intra-personal skills 
we focused on the virtue of transcendence which teaches 
how humour, hope and happiness enrich our experiences 
and interactions with each other. On a practical level we 
implemented programs to strengthen character, and we 
explicitly taught skills to process emotion that threatens to 
undermine strength. Furthermore, we worked more closely 
with families so they could become partners in creating a 
context of strength.

Mr Rick Samuels
Director of Community Engagement

Community Engagement Report
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Moving forward
Moving forward our students will be navigating an 
unknown landscape in many ways. The implication is that 
emotional intelligence education will now need to move 
beyond problem solving into the more complex realm of 
learning how to manage paradoxes. We need to continue to 
be a culture characterized by kindness and a slowing down, 
that’s not a dumbing down. Most importantly, we need to 
not quickly forget the things we valued and appreciated 
when we were united in a time of crisis because it is 
human nature when a crisis is averted that we return to old 
ways where we become more entitled than grateful and we 
focus on negatives that disunify us.

Thank you
In conclusion on behalf of the College community we 
would like to thank you, as parents because we could not 
have done this without you. Thank you for your vulnerable 
conversations, helpful honesty and genuine concern for 
others. We would also like to acknowledge the invaluable 
input of our Corporate Staff who stepped up to the plate, 
often coming out of their comfort zones, to best position 
the Academic staff to best support your children. 
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Sheldon College offers a comprehensive range of sporting, 
arts, academic enrichment, technological, personal 
development and community service programs to ensure 
students have many varied opportunities to develop self-
esteem, teamwork and higher order thinking skills. 

Co-Curricular activities complement what students 
are learning in the classroom, assisting in their holistic 
development and supporting intellectual, emotional, social, 
moral, creative and physical maturity, thus enabling them 
to become successful and happy in 21st Century life and 
workplaces.

The College’s Co-Curricular programs are offered to 
students from Preparatory though to Year 12 which 
enables inclusivity across all year levels and provides equal 
opportunities for students to be challenged and explore 
their passions outside the classroom. 

Over the years, there has been a significant amount 
of research that highlights the benefits of student 
participation in such programs supporting Academic 
achievement and enhanced personal skills such as social 
skills, confidence, teamwork, commitment and discipline 
which are all relevant to skills in the workforce.

Mr Darren Harvey
Director of Co-Curricular

Co-Curricular Report
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As we have all experienced first-hand, 2020 has been full 
of challenges, disappointments, compromises and new 
realities. This was also true for our year in the Australi-
an School of the Arts. New phrases such as “lock down 
rehearsals” and “socially distanced performances” became 
common for us to use in the Arts. We even had to deliver 
many performances online with no live audience. Whilst 
this is not something we would choose for our artists, it 
did however provide an opportunity for students to build 
resilience and allow for reflection. 

When back on Campus, we worked hard to deliver multiple 
opportunities under the current rules and regulations. 

Thank you to everyone who supported the ASTA Programs 
and our young artists during this difficult time. 

ASTA is known for setting benchmarks across all Arts 
disciplines, with extensive on site and industry training and 

skill building in Dance, Drama, Media, Performance Music, 
Fine Arts and Fashion and Costume Design.

All five areas are strongly represented amongst student 
choices as subjects to study within their academic 
program and, we are again very proud of the outstanding 
results that our students always achieve. 

Correlating with our comprehensive curriculum program, 
ASTA runs a co-curricular program second to none, com-
prising performance ensembles and audition-based entry 
programs across all Arts disciplines. In addition to these 
ensembles, the ASTA Academy program provides after 
hours classes in the disciplines of Dance, Drama, Visual 
Arts and Music to all students who are interested in partic-
ipating in these fields – providing wonderful opportunities 
for students.

Mr Alastair Tomkins
Performance Manager - Australian School of the Arts

Australian School of the Arts 
(ASTA) Report

Dance
ASTA presented the annual dance celebration, Just Dance, 
on Friday 21 August. This year’s event consisted of one 
evening show featuring performances of 120 students 
from dance groups from Years 5 to 12. The audience was 
treated to a variety of performances, including one by 
award recipients of this year’s Senior College Choreography 
competition. Students were very excited to finally present 
an entertaining show to the wider College community via 
live stream.

The Get Dancing Award was established in memory of 
Chloe Saunders and her love of dancing. It recognises 
an ASTA Dance Academy student who demonstrates a 
passion and appreciation for all things dance, particularly 
in their weekly lessons, rehearsals and performances. This 
year’s award recipient, Olivia van Gool, was acknowledged 
for her enthusiasm and commitment to dance, despite 
overcoming a significant injury.

The success of this event is only possible through the work 
of our outstanding Dance teachers who work closely with 
the children each week to foster technique, confidence 
and self-expression. We are also very proud of the Year 
12 students who volunteered as choreographers and 
teachers. A huge thank you is extended to our 2020 Dance 
Captains, Lauren Nichols, Ella Monteret, Alicia Rogers 
and Tiana Hinschen for their creative choreographic 
contributions. The ASTA Dance Academy is very fortunate 
to also be supported by a large production team who help 
our students shine on stage. 

Senior Performance Troupes enjoyed performing at the 
Arts Academy Awards Evening, and our Primary dance 
groups will continue working on a performance item to 
be presented at our annual Arts Festival in November. 
Unfortunately, students were not able to represent the 
College at Eisteddfods this year, however they have 
remained committed to improving their performance skills 
through their attendance and teamwork at rehearsals. 

2020 Highlights
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They have continued to demonstrate professionalism, an 
optimistic attitude and dedicated dedication during these 
unprecedented times which has been truly admirable.

Drama 
Our Annual Drama Night was in a slightly different format 
than in previous years, however it was still a wonderful 
showcase of our acting talent. The live streamed audience 
enjoyed a range of Senior Drama syllabus performances, 
as well as some improvised scenes from the Theatresports 
players. The standout performance was by Angelina 
Bourke and Emily Monk who performed a scene from their 
Absurdism Unit earlier in the year. Another special mention 
on the evening was the Year 9 Group who performed a 
classic Revolting Rhyme.

Our ASTA Drama Academy production groups (featuring 
students in Years 1 to 8) have been hard at work preparing 
for this year’s Art Festival scheduled for November. Miss 
Cossettini and the Year 7 and 8 Musical Theatre group will 
present Disney: World’s Collide; a purpose written script 
featuring excerpts from classic Disney favourites, including 
the story of Genie before he was trapped in the lamp. Mrs 
Zeelie and the Year 7&8 Acting Group will present their 
interpretation of Peter Pan, and the Junior Production 
Group will present Snow White. Our Drama Fundamentals 
class groups have also been working hard to build their 
skills in musical theatre and improvised performance. 

Theatresports is still alive and well. Our improvising 
actors have performed on assemblies during the year 
where possible and are certainly crowd favourites. There 
is a strong culture of improvising throughout the entire 
program and this has exciting and beneficial application in 
all areas of Drama.

Whilst it has been a challenging year, the Drama team 
enjoyed finding new and innovative ways to continue 
teaching Drama via digital platforms during the home 
learning period.

Film, Television and New Media/Media Studies 
Our first cohort of Year 12 students participated in the new 
ATAR syllabus where all media projects were comprised 
of individual work. Due to COVID-19 one of the final 
assessment productions, which the students had already 
begun filming, was cut from the program. It has been a 
challenging year for them, but they have remained positive 

throughout. The Year 11 students also had an interrupted 
year, but have produced some oustanding music video 
projects and are now working on lifestyle segments.

The Year 7 to 10 program was also affected, but we 
managed to complete all media projects on time and 
to a high standard. These projects included: music 
videos, online film reviews, parody scenes, animation, 
hero’s journey short films, advertising and live television 
production.

We look forward to the Reel Awards, and being to 
acknowledge the spectacular media work of these 
students.

Visual Art 
• Four Year 12 students; Eloise Harder, Phoebe Vallance, 

Paige Loveday and Kallista Kellow entered the 
Queensland Creative Generations Awards.

• The Senior Art Exhibition, was scaled down due 
to COVID-19 restrictions and served as a Year 12 
retrospective and graduating event with the students 
and families enjoying a journey through the student’s 
development in Visual Art.

• Arts Stars Junior and Middle were run once again as 
part of our ASTA Academy Program. Each Term the 
budding young artists had the opportunity to create 
wonderful artwork presented of the work to family 
and friends in an end of term exhibition. This year 
our talented tutors included Kate Stimson and Chris 
Lambert.  

• Visual Art Incursions and excursions were again run 
for students in Years 9 to 12:  

- Year 9 students enjoyed learning portrait making
techniques with mixed media artists Deb Mostert 
and Merilyn Smith.  

- Year 10 students experienced a portrait making
incursion, painting acrylic on canvas with artists 
Gus Eggleton and Sophie McManus.  

- Year 11’s ventured to South Bank for visits to the
Gallery of Modern Art (GOMA) and the 
Queensland Art Gallery.

- Year 12 students enjoyed a master class in
encaustic wax.
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Australian School of the Arts (ASTA) Report (continued)

Performance Music 
It has been a challenging year for our music students with 
many live performances cancelled. All students rose above 
the challenge most admirably.

We were fortunate to start the year with our annual Bush 
Dance in Term 1, which was attended by students and 
families. Families enjoyed a variety of rides and food 
options, whilst listening to the sounds of our entertainment 
- Sheldon student singer/songwriter, Alivia Hollis, and our 
staff band, “The Mt Cotton Pickers”.  

The Musical Band (made up of students from Years 9 – 12) 
were fortunate to finally be able to perform the Broadway 
score of “Wicked the Musical” for the five performances of 
our College Musical which, this year, was relocated to the 
Sheldon Event Centre in September.  

Our annual “Night at The Movies” Concert was adapted to a 
pre-recorded live stream, featuring performances by most 
of our Senior Ensembles and Vocal Groups. Many of these 
students recorded their performances whilst in isolation 
and these were mixed to deliver an online “event”, enjoyed 
by parents and students alike.  This unique opportunity 
allowed our performers to sit back, watch and enjoy their 
own performances alongside their families, for a change.

Our annual Instrumentalist Showcase was held in 
the Performing Arts Theatre on Friday 17 July.  The 
performances from our best musicians were outstanding 
and thoroughly enjoyed by the audience.  

Our annual vocal recital, One Voice, was held in the 
Performing Arts Theatre on Monday 20 July. Following a 
rigorous audition process, twenty of our strongest vocal 
students relished the opportunity to present repertoire of 
their own choice to an appreciative audience.  

Our Dixieland Band, Big Band, Soul Band, Stage Band 
and Rock Band 1 played at the Royal Queensland Yacht 
Squadron 136th Sailing Season Opening Day at Manly, 
which was presided over by the Governor General of 
Queensland. 

Once again, we had a number of students selected for 
State Honours Ensemble programs.  Eighteen students 
were selected for the State Honours Ensemble Program, 
28 students were selected for the State Honours Middle 
School Ensemble Program and 26 students were selected 
for the State Honours Primary School Ensemble Program.  

With Eisteddfod’s having been cancelled this year, it 
was decided to initiate the inaugural Sheldon College 
Music Eisteddfod for Junior, Middle and Senior College 
Performance Music students.  We received more than 350 
entries, with students awarded Bronze, Silver or Gold for 
their performances. We also awarded 1st , 2nd and 3rd 
place overall for each of our Middle College students and 
1st overall for our Senior College students.  

ASTA Professionals Program
The ASTA Professionals Program has once again had 
confirmed success with over 125 students enrolled across 
the Schools of Combined Performing Arts, Film, Television 
and New Media, Fine Art and Fashion and Costume Design. 

Whilst classes were suspended during the home-learning 
portion of Term 2, ASTA Professionals classes continued 
as normal this year.  Classes were offered free of charge 
for the remainder of Term 2, once students returned to the 
College and it has been gratifying to see that the drop off 
in number of enrolled students for “financial reasons” has 
been minimal.

At this year’s annual Arts Academy Awards evening, the 
ASTA Award for Excellence was presented to Ashley 
Barrett for her passion, commitment and work ethic within 
the Combined Performing Arts Program.

Students from all areas of the Professionals Program were 
involved in Wicked the Musical.

The students from the Professionals Program were the 
driving force behind the entertainment and Media content/
coverage for the Arts Academy Awards. 

We had 12 Year 12 ASTA Professionals students graduate 
across the Schools of Combined Performing Arts, Film, 
Television and New Media, Fine Art and Fashion and 
Costume Design. 

School of Combined Performing Arts (CPA) 
• ASTA Professionals students performed in Wicked the 

Musical. 

• ASTA CPA Year 9 and 10 students worked on a 
mini-musical (Grease) during Semester 2, with the 
performance taking place in Term 4.

• The changes introduced for the new ATAR system, 
combined with COVID, necessitated a creative 
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 adaptation to the usual Term 4 program for Years 

11 and 12.  The solution was a “Studio Project” in 
which students studied excerpts from Hamilton the 
Musical, for performance during Term 4. For our Year 
12 students, this was their final production with The 
Australian School of The Arts.

• Mr Tomkins conducted a series of Zoom interviews 
with key Alumni, the focus of which was the sharing 
of acquired wisdom, experience and advice for our up 
and coming young graduates. A number of them were 
also invited back to conduct masterclasses for the 
CPA students. These included Montanna Stoneman, 
Jess Golle, Mitchell Bourke, Axel Duffy and Jack 
Saunders.

• Other visitors to our ASTA CPA Program this year 
included Jules Mikeska, who ran a stage make up 
workshop, and Rebecca Murphy who ran Shakespeare 
text workshops.

• Many of our Year 12 ASTA CPA graduates successfully 
auditioned for Arts pathways post school graduation. 

School of Fine Art 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, ASTA Professionals enjoyed 
fewer workshops than previous years but still managed 
master classes in painting with encaustic wax and how 
to make a sculptural ceramic head, and increased their 
knowledge with a variety of practicing artists throughout 
the year. These included Ali Gillette with mixed media 
painting and Adam Scott for experimental drawing and 
design.

School of Film, Television and New Media 
• During Semester 1, ASTA FTM students gained 

experience with industry equipment including: 
Tricaster Vision Switcher, Sony HD5P Video Cameras, 
Remote Control BRC PTZ Cameras, and a Steadicam 
stabilizing system.

• Students have been involved in many Outside 
Broadcast Productions requiring filming/video/
graphics/ montage work.

• ASTA FTM Professionals were involved in the 
production of promotional social media and website 
content. 

Students in the ASTA FTM Jnr Program have been working 
on Motion Graphic projects, contributed to the projection 
content for Just Dance and the Year 7 and 8 Musical, 
created short films about Sheldon College culture and 
created media projects for Teachers.

School of Fashion and Costume Design 
All students modelled their creations in front of the 
Sheldon College Community at the Arts Academy Awards 
Evening. 

COVID-19 prevented The Ekka Fashion Student Design 
Competition and The Apex Teen Fashion Awards from 
taking place, but the Year 11 and 12 students worked with 
ASTA Professionals Film, TV and New Media Students 
to produce a highly innovative social media delivered 
submission for the QUT Creative Industries Real World 
Studio Competition.

Senior College Musical
After selling out 6 shows at the Redlands Performing 
Arts Centre in May, the Senior College Musical, Wicked 
the Musical, had to be rescheduled for September, this 
time being held in the Sheldon Event Centre, following a 
Queensland Health approved COVID Safe Event Plan.  Such 
was the anticipation and sense of community good will 
for this “show to go on”, that it came as no surprise when 
all five shows sold out within 3 days.  In recognition of the 
financial hardships faced by some families over the course 
of this pandemic, Musical tickets were discounted by 50%. 

Arts Academy Awards 
Our 16th Annual Arts Academy Awards was held on 3 
October in accordance with a Queensland Health approved 
COVID Safe Event Plan. It was, as ever, a phenomenal 
celebration of all things “Arts” at Sheldon College, albeit 
with a smaller audience and COVID social distancing 
measures in place. 

All tables sold out within the first 10 minutes of ticket sales 
and the decision was made to live stream the event for 
friends and family members unable to attend.

More than 180 students were involved in this year’s event, 
either as performers, members of the Band, Choir, Media, 
Sound, Lighting and Hospitality teams.
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As we approach the end of 2020, we can reflect on what 
an interesting and challenging year it has been. Within the 
sporting arena, we are very proud of the way our students 
dealt with adversity through some unique circumstances. It 
has been extremely pleasing to see high participation rates 
throughout all our programs. This can be attributed to the 
dedication and passion of our coaching staff, who ensured 
the delivery of programs for students of all ages and levels 
of ability.

This year, Sheldon College further cemented its reputation 
as one of the top schools in the GBC (Greater Brisbane 
Conference) competition and the newly formed GBC 
Primary competition. Our students represented the College 
with enthusiasm and pride and challenged themselves 
both as individual performers and within their teams to 
achieve amazing results. The College achieved sensational 
results across the board, and it has been a pleasure to host 
so many schools on the incredible sporting facilities we are 
so fortunate to have on our amazing campus. 

In addition, the College’s Club programs continued to 
move from strength to strength. Our Basketball Club is one 
of the strongest in the Brisbane Southern Districts Club 
Competition while our Touch Football Club is continually 
improving and growing. At the end of 2019, our students 
participated in our inaugural USA Basketball tour. The 
tour was a great success, and our students cherished the 
opportunity to learn and compete in a different context.

Sheldon College teams also competed in a range 
of interschool tournaments this year, including the 
Champion Basketball School of Queensland tournament, 
the Queensland Volleyball Schools Cup, Queensland 
Secondary Schools Team Tennis, Tennis Queensland’s 
Primary Schools Cup and our very own Sheldon Athletics 
Invitational Meets. We were delighted to see our students 
perform exceptionally well as individuals and within their 
teams in these competitions. 

The Queensland School Sport pathway has been 
significantly decreased this year due to COVID; however, a 
substantial number of Sheldon College students have still  

earned selection in representative teams in their chosen 
sports this year.

The success of Sheldon College Sport would not occur 
without the tireless contribution of the many staff, 
coaches, parents and volunteers involved. A special 
thank you must go to our Sport team, especially Sports 
Administrators, Mrs Kerry Rilen and Mrs Judy Lane, for 
their diligence and assistance in ensuring the Sports 
Office operates smoothly. Other special mentions must be 
given to the following staff, who without their passion for 
coaching and achieving excellence, the results achieved 
would not be possible:

• Head Athletics Coach – Mr Ben Norton

• Head Swimming Coach – Mr Alex Jordan

• Head Tennis Coach – Mr Jake Alchin

• Basketball Coordinator – Mrs Judy Lane

• Head Coach, Touch Football Club – Mr Pat Carroll

• Boys’ Volleyball Coordinator – Mr Mathew Barling

• Girls’ Volleyball Coordinator – Miss Brogan Hunter

• Girls’ Touch Football Coordinator – Mr Scott Jacka

• GBC Girls’ Tennis Coordinator – Mr Tom Howard

Mr Nathan Burgess Miss Brogan Hunter
Head of Sport Head of Sports Enrichment

Sport Report
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Sport Report

 
 

• Open Girls’ Basketball team placing fourth in the 
top division at the Queensland Champion Schools’ 
Basketball tournament.

• Open Boys’ Volleyball Gold Medal, Queensland 
Volleyball Schools Cup.

• Open Girls’ Volleyball competing at their first 
Queensland Volleyball Schools Cup since 2017.

• Queensland Champion Schools’ Basketball Primary  
3 on 3 Competition - Bronze Medal for our girls and 
our boys’ team finishing fourth.

• Open Girls’ Tennis team crowned Regional Champions 
in the Queensland Secondary Schools Team Tennis 
competition.

• Successfully hosting the very first Sheldon Athletics 
Invitational Meets, offering our students additional 
competitive opportunities. 

• Overall Percentage Trophy Champion at GBC 
Swimming.

• Bayside District Swimming Champions    
(10 to 12 Years).

2020 Highlights
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Mr David Savage
Director - Projects, Facilities and Sheldon Academy of Sport

Sheldon Academy of Sport Report

The Sheldon Academy of Sport brings together the 
College’s professionally coached sports of Athletics  
(Cross Country and Track & Field), Swimming and Tennis, 
with the goal of providing unrivalled opportunities to enable 
students to reach their full sporting potential within the 
safe and supportive Sheldon College environment.

While 2020 has proved to be a challenging year in terms of 
interrupted program delivery and more limited performance 
opportunities, our coaching staff are to be commended 
on the manner in which they have taken advantage of 
the changed circumstances to continue the technical, 
tactical and athletic development of our students and to 
find novel ways in which to motivate the athletes in their 
care.  I have no doubt that our student athletes will emerge 
all the stronger and more resilient from their experiences 
this year, with a renewed appreciation for the joy of each 
competitive opportunity.

We can’t wait to see what next year will bring!
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While many competitions were cancelled this year, key 
highlights include those listed below:

• Record numbers of Sheldon Academy of Sport 
swimmers gaining selection into school sport 
representative teams.

• Jamie Jack gaining selection into Swimming 
Queensland’s 2020 State Team and Millie Rae gaining 
selection into the Swimming Brisbane representative 
team for the Patron’s Shield.

• Sheldon College being ranked within the top 8 schools 
in the state in all four divisions of Tennis Queensland’s 
Brisbane International Schools Challenge, with our 
Orange Ball (Year 5 and under) team claiming Silver.

• Three Sheldon Academy of Sport Tennis players 
(Arkin Amin-Patel, Lachlan Harriden and Jake Spurrell) 
gaining selection into Tennis Queensland’s prestigious 
Super 10s program.

• Riley Niven, Lachlan Cornelius, Isabella Harris, Emily 
Witt and Oliver Masters gaining selection into the 
Queensland Athletics State Cross Country Merit Team.

• Sheldon College athletes winning 15 individual 
state medals (2 Gold, 5 Silver and 8 Bronze) at the 
Queensland Athletics State Championships, with 
another 6 narrowly missing the podium in finishing 
fourth.

2020 Highlights
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Year 12 Bronze Awards

Madison Bennett, Samuel Bowden, William Broadby, Sian Brock, Benjamin Dixon, Ian Eilander, Paul Gossage, Eloise Harder, 
Rachael Harling, Tiana Hinschen, Kallista Kellow, Rory Masterson, Ebony McCartney, Emily Monk, Callum Moore,  
Claire Murden, Grace Newlands, Alicia Rogers, Alberta Shaw, Crispin Swartz, Lara Wilson, Alekzander Zwolsman.

Year 12 Silver Awards

Claire Durick, Waldo Fourie, Isabella Harris, Mikayla Hoekwater, Leahrose Hooper, Lauren Hunter, Lara Jones, Georgia Lane, 
Susie Lee, Paige Loveday, Sarah Millar, Joshua Pinti, Elani Richardson, Holly Turner, Phoebe Vallance, Caitlin Wehl.

Year 12 Gold Awards

William Bye, Robert Humphrey, Jamie Jack, Sigrid Mather, Trent Neilson, Lauren Nichols, Imogen Parker, Ella Rhodes, 
Chloe Turner, Hunter Whitlock, Riley Whitlock.

Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2020

Senior College Awards Year 12 Award Recipients

Senior College Dux
Harry Towner

Subject Excellence
Accounting ....................................................... Lauren Nichols
Biology .............................................................. Trent Neilson
Chemistry ......................................................... Harry Towner
Chinese . ........................................................... Phoebe Vallance
Design .............................................................. Ian Eilander
Digital Solutions ............................................... Hunter Whitlock
Drama ............................................................... Angelina Bourke
Economics ........................................................ Harry Towner
English .............................................................. Harry Towner
Film, TV and New Media .................................. Grace Newlands
General Mathematics ....................................... Sian Brock
Geography ........................................................ Samantha Porter
Legal Studies .................................................... Sarah Millar
Literature .......................................................... Sigrid Mather
Mathematical Methods .................................... Sigrid Mather
Modern History ................................................. Phoebe Vallance
Music  ............................................................... William Bye
Music Extension (Composition) ....................... Ella Rhodes
Music Extension (Musicology) ......................... Sigrid Mather
Music Extension (Performance)....................... Crispin Swartz
Physical Education ........................................... Jamie Jack
Physics ............................................................. Hunter Whitlock
Specialist Mathematics .................................... Sigrid Mather
Visual Art  ......................................................... Paige Loveday

Senior College Citizenship Award
Georgia Lane

Caltex All Rounder Award
Miguel Costa Teixeira

UQ Achievement Award
Lachlan Andrews

Tara Johnston Memorial Award
Phoebe Vallance

ADF Long Tan and Teamwork Awards
Year 10 - Isabelle Treasure
Year 12 - Sigrid Mather

ADF Future Innovator Award
Year 10 - Brooke Dunford
Year 12 - Riley Hoekwater

MEGT Outstanding School-Based 
Apprentice/Trainee
Joshua Pinti
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Year 11 Bronze Awards

Danielle Bayes, Camryn Beaumont, Ava Bevis, Rebecca Carmichael, Harrison Chuc, Charlie Garside, Clay Hitchcock, 
Mert Manli, Nicholas Robinson, Sarah Schramm, Amity Sharpe, Timothy Vernon, Aleksija Vuksan, Lara Walker.

Year 11 Silver Awards

Taylah Ashcroft, Lauren Butler, Lynsey Deakin, Sinadee Gamage, Rhiannon Hill, Kaela Lowry, Taine Rossini, Zunairah Sinha, 
Lauren Taylor, Jessica Thomsen, Sam Trotter.

Year 11 Gold Awards

Keeleigh Anderson, Jackson Bailey, Lian Baker, Madelize Breet, Talia Chapman, Georgia D’Arcy, Kaelan Durham, Ashley Edgar, 
Jade Ferguson, Nicholas Fisher, Liam Forbes, Allison Heng, Natalia Hines, Innis Hooper, Maddison Kickert, Sabrina Lawson, 
Ambrus Major, Hayden McKillop, Sophie Moman, Ashleigh Mullins, Riley Niven, Jared Smith, Ryan Stocker, Shea Unwin,  
Lefan Wang, Gabrielle Wearne-Norman, Isabel Williams.

Year 11 Award Recipients

Academic Excellence
Lachlan Andrews

Subject Excellence
Accounting ....................................................... Madelize Breet
Ancient History ................................................. Georgia D’Arcy
Biology .............................................................. Lachlan Andrews
Chemistry ......................................................... Lachlan Andrews
Chinese ............................................................. Ashley Edgar
Dance ............................................................... Natalia Hines
Design .............................................................. Kelli Oldfield
Digital Solutions ............................................... Nicholas Fisher
Drama ............................................................... Sophie Moman
Economics ........................................................ Jared Smith 
English .............................................................. Georgia D’Arcy
Film, TV and New Media .................................. Aleksija Vuksan
General Mathematics ....................................... Lynsey Deakin
Geography ........................................................ Jackson Bailey
Legal Studies .................................................... Madelize Breet 
Literature .......................................................... Lachlan Andrews
Mathematical Methods .................................... Lachlan Andrews
Modern History ................................................. Zunairah Sinha
Music ................................................................ Ambrus Major
Physical Education ........................................... Rebecca Carmichael
Physics ............................................................. Lachlan Andrews
Specialist Mathematics .................................... Lachlan Andrews
Visual Art .......................................................... Georgia D’Arcy
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Year 10 Bronze Awards

Kye Bailey, Anton Bull, Paige Evans, Rebecca Harman, Cody Hawkins, Kai Haynes, Drais Jackson, Holly Jones, Lila Joubert, 
Summer Lees, Sarah Lergessner, Tahlia McCloskey, Bailey Meares, Mostyn Mitchell, Jett Newton Kely, Tiani Nichols,  
Max Olufson, Cameryn Phillips, Hayden Rayner, Chuan Shi, Elise Smith, Bethany Smith, Luke Stachowicz, Bonnie Taylor, 
Georgia Tennant, Lucy Vallance, Samuel Van Aken, Benjamin Wehl, Grace Wheeley, Nelson Wu, Jin Wu.

Year 10 Silver Awards

Matthew Ariel, Ashley Barrett, Ashleigh Bennett, Trace Boland, Ella Broadby, Charlotte Chamberlain, Casey Cooper, 
Madeleine Dugdale, Kirsten Fraser, Max Garside, Abbee Gosley-Fuller, Jasper Hamilton, Grace Hamilton, Alivia Hollis, 
Jonny Holmes, Amaya Johnson, Cooper Jones, Brayden Kirby, Lara Lambert, Alexander Leggatt, Danielle Macaulay, 
James MacDonald, Emma McManimm, Jessica Moore, Thomas Neale, Ella Peters, Taylor Sankey, Isabella Sopp, Maia 
Steele-Alston, Joshua Thompson, Isabelle Treasure, Siying Zhou.

Year 10 Gold Awards

Acacia Damms, Brooke Dunford, Noor Ezzat Sarakeby, Phoebe Hall, Brandon Keel, Sion Kim, Clare Monk, Jasdeep Renny, 
Kaya Richardson, Sophie Smith, Olivia van Gool, Lara Zambelli.

Year 10 Award Recipients

Academic Excellence
Daniela Costa Teixeira

Subject Excellence

Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2020 (continued)

Business Education .......................................... James MacDonald
Chinese ............................................................. Noor Ezzat Sarakeby
Dance ............................................................... Clare Monk
Design and Technologies ................................. Madeleine Dugdale
Drama ............................................................... Olivia van Gool
English .............................................................. Acacia Damms
Health and Physical Education ........................ Kai Haynes
Humanities ....................................................... Acacia Damms
IDEAS ................................................................ Brooke Dunfordt
Media Studies ................................................... Amaya Johnson
Music ................................................................ Sophie Smith
Pre-General Mathematics ................................ Brooklyn Dicinoski
Pre-Mathematical Methods .............................. Sion Kim
Science ............................................................. Daniela Costa Teixeira
Visual Art .......................................................... Brandon Keel
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Year 9 Bronze Awards

Paige Anderiesz, Charlie Banks, Imogen Belford, Noah Bevis, Rielly Chapman, Angus Chou, Dylan Cowley, Mekayla Dillon, 
Rhilee Geppert-Eadie, Mia Harvey, Georgia Hicks, Thomas Kelly, Exodus Lale, Hamish Larnach, Kimberley Matiyenga,  
Drew Neilson, Pavneet Nijjar, Vladislav Nikitin, Jack Richards, Kalliyan Seremet, Lochlan Shemmell, Keira Wallace,   
Freddie Watmough, Yuming Zhang, Tayla Zipp.

Year 9 Silver Awards

Paige Allen, Blaise Bradley, Willow Butler, Trey Durham, Isabella Forsyth, Travis Goddaer, Jazlin Goodhew, Joseph Hanham, 
Kaedon Hoekwater, Alex Hooker, Noah Kubenk, Tatum Longhurst, Tom Mancini, Zephyr Marlin, Shae Marshall,   
Anders McAlpine, Conor McCreath, Amelia McDonald, Coby McGill, Elise McKillop, Victoria Morrison, Stefan Parnreiter,  
Daniel Renouf, Liam Smith, Symantha Turner, Preston Waldron, Olivia Ward, Jordan Westerberg, Lily Wigan, Bryson Williams, 
Madison Witt, Derrick Yu.

Year 9 Gold Awards

Zoe Beith, Brodie Blaser, Edward Boniface, Jacques Breet, Kai Brooks, Oliver Buscke, Zane Colefax, Zara De Nichilo, 
Matthew Durick, Amy Edwards, Noah Farrell, Georgia Hunt, Madeline Lano, David Markus Munoz, Hannah Monk,  
Timothy Morante, Jada Nayef, Jacob Palmer, Ruby-Summer Peat, Anais Pink, Chloe Pudney, Lucy Schooth, Niketa Spicer, 
Jacob Stead, Jacob Telford, Jemma Thompson, Zoe Trott, Olivia Wells, Ella Wilson, Amber Wu.

Year 9 Award Recipients

Academic Excellence
Jasmin Lane

Subject Excellence
Business Education .......................................... Zane Colefax
Chinese ............................................................. Madeline Lano
Dance ............................................................... Imogen Belford
Design and Technologies ................................. Amber Wu
Digital Technologies ......................................... Timothy Morante
Drama ............................................................... Shae Marshall
English .............................................................. Trey Durham
Health and Physical Education ........................ Zane Colefax
Humanities ....................................................... Chloe Pudney
IDEAS ................................................................ Jacob Stead
Mathematics .................................................... Jacob Stead
Media Studies ................................................... Noah Farrell
Music ................................................................ Jacob Telford
Science ............................................................. Zane Colefax
Visual Art .......................................................... Chloe Pudney
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Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2020 (continued)

Year 8 Bronze Awards

Georgia Alexiuc, Madison Barrett, Isabella Batista, Jack Galamaga, Amber Hampel, Claire Harris, Lilli Howard, Max Langdon, 
Ryan Loi, Mason Lowry, Mia Monteret, Vienna Neilson, Jack Richardson, Lucas Ross, Jacob Stachowicz.

Year 8 Silver Awards

Samantha Aurisch, Joshua Baladi, Taj Bell, Portia Boland, Riley Charlton, Clarisse Deck, Shana Gao, Miller Haberfield, 
Sophie Hamilton, Sebastian Hines, Clay Hiron, James Joubert, Rogan Keel, Emily Koina, Maggie Liang, Charlotte Lowson, 
Ryder Mabb, Meg MacDonald, Gregory MacNair, Matthew Maher, Priya Maxwell, Tayla McFarlane, Kelsey Mentz,   
Reece Morgan, Ella Noble, William O’Donovan, Mackenzie Olney, Dylan Pinti, Joshua Pryde, Katie Renouf, Tiani Sassen, 
Zach Schofield, Jessie Shearer, Campbell Stocker, Sophie Thomsen, Regan Turner, Darcie Young.

Year 8 Gold Awards

Riley Bennett, Jo Chang, Talei Godbold, William Hamilton, Kirra Hamson, Rhea Hsueh, Isabella Kenny, Stephanie Kenny, 
Abby Kubenk, Flynn Mather, Isla McCreath, Chloe Michell, Lilly Montgomery, Lucy Norman, Piper Rudge, Jade Scullion, 
Hannah Spink, Luke Strader, Thomas Sullivan, Zoe Vallance, Talia Van Aken, Dexter Williams.

Middle College Awards Year 8 Award Recipients

Middle College Dux
Arya Iyer

Subject Excellence

Middle College Citizenship Award
Arya Iyer 

Chinese ............................................................. Isla McCreath
Dance ............................................................... Priya Maxwell
Drama ............................................................... Jade Scullion
English .............................................................. Arya Iyer
Health and Physical Education ........................ Jade Scullion
Humanities ....................................................... Riley Bennett
Mathematics .................................................... Arya Iyer
Media Studies ................................................... Gregory MacNair
Music ................................................................ Lucy Norman
Science ............................................................. Arya Iyer
Technologies .................................................... Arya Iyer
Visual Art .......................................................... Charlotte Lowson
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Year 7 Bronze Awards

Max Butler, Cayden de Beer, Maddison Dodd, Sadara Gamage, Michael Gol, Harlan Goode, Lana Harris, Jayden Lau,  
Jasmine Lee See, Tabytha-Lilyjana Lee-Wilson, Jacob Logan, William Logan, Darci Longhurst, Madison Meares,   
Ashley Menere, Gansan Mou, Zoe Oliver, Charlotte Purdey, Sienna Spurrell, Clare Thompson.

Year 7 Silver Awards

Anna Binder, Aria Buscke, Otto Chang, Sienna Coates, Mackenzie Dixon, Angus Drury, Suzannah Dwyer-Frost, Christian Haller, 
Shengming Huang, Ella Johnson, Stephanie Jones, Samreen Kaur, Ruby Mather, Paige Mauer, Vania Mead, Abida Mohmood, 
David Olivier, Kaitlyn Paddon, Ryan Snell, Baxter Swain, Michael Taylor, Charles Williams.

Year 7 Gold Awards

Charlotte Boniface, David Chiu, Mikayla Dunford, Noah Kim, Jaden Lee, Holly Mainwaring, Meg Mather, Vanessa McLay, 
Grace Needham, Lara Neilson, Monique Parsons, Chelsea Ross, Tiana Smiley, Dominic Smith, Eva Smith, Xin Su,  
Madeleine Trouchet, Luka Wegner, Olivia Wu.

Year 7 Award Recipients

Academic Excellence
Angela Seager

Subject Excellence
Chinese ............................................................. Angela Seager
Dance ............................................................... Abida Mohmood
Drama ............................................................... Sienna Coates
English .............................................................. Charlotte Boniface
Health and Physical Education ........................ Noah Kim
Humanities ....................................................... Meg Mather
Mathematics .................................................... David Chiu
Media Studies ................................................... Eva Smith
Music ................................................................ Luka Wegner
Science ............................................................. Xin Su
Technologies .................................................... Angela Seager
Visual Art .......................................................... Paige Mauer
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Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2020 (continued)

Year 6 Award Recipients

Lachlan Allen, Morgan Baldwin, Georgia Banks, Ashton Barnes, Pippa Bell, Estelle Blacklow, Ethan Blaser, Jemma Butler, 
Macklin Campbell, Jett Colburn, Jack Coleman, Gabriella Cumming, Micah Da Silva, Shanesse del Valle, Katerina Dugdale, 
Sarah Gibb, James Godfrey, William Gol, Evangeline Goodfellow, Annabelle Harvey, Holly Harvey, Faron Ho, Cooper James, 
Rishab Jawajiwar, William Jones, Erin Kelly, Oliver Kemp, Olivia Kenny, Gemma Kung, Morgan Leather, Arran Lendrum, 
Harrison Lihan, Colin Lu, Madeline Mackay, Diara Maistry, Joseph Markus Munoz, Abigail Marta, Phoebe Matthews,  
Cooper McFaul, Grace McLennan, Savannah Mearns, Oliver Moon, Amy Moore, Amy Morante, Pradyun Nayakineni,  
Henry Needham, Belle Norton, Jacob Nunn, Mia O’Brien, Megan Olivier, Summer Peupelmann, Zach Piket, Kobe Preece, 
Callum Prowse, Millie Rae, Siena Reece-Anderson, Maxwell Richards, Laura Ridge, Amelia Rotert, Samantha Seager,  
Acalia Shamim, Victoria Simon, Alexander Smith, Samantha Spink, Nicholas Strufe, Maddison Sturgess, Shen Tsai,  
Mason Turner, Kaitlin Volker, Keightley Walsh, Jack West, Delilah Williams, Wren Wilson, Yi-Jun Yang, Lucas Young.

Year 5 Award Recipients

Lyncia Bahrett, Tristan Bartholomew, Anastacia Batista, Taylor Burrowes, Jvern Chang, Gabriella Charlton, Matilda Dixon, 
Harper Guy, Sophie Koina, Zoe Lee, Curtis Lee See, Freya McCreath, Colby McFaul, Jenna Morgan, Aryan Nayak,   
Molly O’Donovan, Spencer Peters, Sarah Pountney, Emily Richards, Ria Sehgal, Keshav Siraparapu, Genevieve Trouchet, 
Nicholas Whitmore, Ruby Woods, Farin Zarei.

Young Alumnus of the Year Award
Alicia Partridge

The Young Alumnus of the Year Award recognises a Sheldon College Alumni who has 
significantly created positive change in the broader community, through demonstrated 
excellence and continuous improvement in their chosen field of endeavour. 
The inaugural winner of Young Alumnus of the Year Award, for demonstrating her selfless 
acts of kindness and her caring nature through her chosen profession, is Alicia Partridge. 
Alicia graduated from Sheldon College in 2014 and went on to study a Diploma of Nursing 
at QUT, graduating with Distinction in 2017. She was offered a placement in a Graduate 
Program and spent the next 18 months working within the Fraser Coast Hospital Region 
at the Maryborough and Hervey Bay Hospitals. She is now employed by the Sunshine 
Coast University Hospital.
Throughout the unprecedented and challenging times this year due to COVID-19, Alicia 
volunteered as part of the task force on the frontline in Victoria. She spent all of July 2020 
testing patients in drive through clinics, wearing full protective gear for up to 10 hours 
a day. Upon returning to Queensland, she was required to quarantine for two weeks in 
a hotel, before undertaking a testing role at the COVID-19 clinic at the Sunshine Coast 
University Hospital, once again selflessly putting the health and safety of others ahead  
of her own welfare. 
Since graduating Alicia has epitomised the 4 core behaviours of Sheldon College – 
Consideration, Cooperation, Courtesy and Common Sense and she continues to strive 
forward in all of her endeavours.
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Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2020 
Arts Academy Awards

Actor of the Year
Quinn Chambers & Paul Gossage

Actress of the Year
Crispin Swartz

Classical Instrumentalist of the Year
Ella Rhodes

Contemporary Instrumentalist of the Year
William Bye

Female Vocalist of the Year
Crispin Swartz

Male Vocalist of the Year
Zephram Chambers

Dancer of the Year
Natalia Hines

2D Multi Media Artist of the Year
Kallista Kellow

Interdisciplinary Media Artist of the Year
Paige Loveday

Technical Producer of the Year
Timothy Vernon

Director of the Year
Grace Newlands

Best Emerging Artist of the Year
Maia Steele-Alston

Gold Award
Crispin Swartz

Middle College Cultural Award
Lucy Norman

Senior College Cultural Award
Sigrid Mather

ASTA Award for Excellence
Ashley Barrett
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